
COVID-19 Vaccination January Newsletter 

The vaccine chart below provides a detailed summary of potential COVID-19 vaccines including their effectiveness, status 

in Canada, type of vaccine and distribution information. The chart will be updated as information becomes available.  

 

Vaccine Comparisons 

Vaccine Name Effectiveness Status Type Storage Reqs. Quantities Delivery Date Req. Doses 

Pfizer 95% effectiveness Approved by 
Health Canada for 
people 16 years 
and older 

mRNA vaccine Requires storage 
at temperatures 
below -70 

20 million, with the 
option to obtain 56 
million more 

380,250 doses 
delivered as of 
January 7, 2021; 
Additional doses will 
be delayed by Pfizer 

2 Doses, 21 
days apart 

Moderna  94% effectiveness  Approved by 
Health Canada for 
people 18 years 
and older on 
December 23, 
2020. 

mRNA Requires storage 
at -20 

56 Million 168,700 doses 
delivered as of 
January 7, 2021 

2 doses, 28 
days apart 

Janssen Inc. (aka) 
Johnson & Johnson 

Still being evaluated Under Review Viral Vector  Unknown 38 million Expected to be rolled 
out by the spring / 
summer 2021 

1 dose 

AstraZeneca  Minimum 70% – still 
being evaluated 

Under Review Viral Vector  Unknown 20 million Expected to be rolled 
out by the spring / 
summer 2021 

2 doses, 28 
days apart 

Sanofi and 
GlaxoSmithKline 

To be determined Status unknown Protein subunit Unknown 72 million Expected to be rolled 
out by the spring / 
summer 2021  

2 doses, 21 
days apart 

Novavax To be determined Status unknown Protein subunit  Unknown 76 million Expected to be rolled 
out by the spring / 
summer by 2021 

2 doses, 21 
days apart 

Medicago To be determined Status unknown Virus-like 
particle vaccine 

Unknown 76 million Expected to be rolled 
out by the spring / 
summer by 2021 

2 doses, 21 
days apart 



Vaccines Administered in Canada 

Across Canada, 891,324 have been administered and 130,425 people have received a second dose as of January 27, 

2021.  

Vaccines Administered in Ontario: 

As of January 27, a total of 317,240 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have been administered in Ontario. This also 

includes 110,570 second doses of the vaccines.  

The Three Phases of Vaccine Distribution in Ontario 

As doses of the vaccine will be limited in the early winter months, Ontario has created a three phased plan for the vaccine 

distributions in the province.  

Phase 1: in December 2020 the first vaccinations began, these vaccines are focused on Long Term care residents, 

caregivers and staff including retirement homes as well as health care workers, personnel and hospital employees. First 

Nations, Metis and Inuit populations including remote and urban populations are also a priority.  

Phase 2: is anticipated to begin in April 2021 and will target older adults, beginning with 80+yrs and decreasing in 5yr 

increments, high risk congregate settings (shelters etc.), essential workers (teachers, food processing etc.), high-risk 

chronic conditions and their care givers and other populations facing barriers.  

Phase 3: is expected to being in August 2021 and will focus on the remaining population.  

Pfizer Vaccine Delay: 

Ontario was notified on January 19, that the Pfizer vaccine shipments would be reduced, with no deliveries the week of 

January 25, and a reduced shipment of just over 26,000 for the first two weeks in February. As a result of the limited 

supply, Ontario has stated that it will accelerate vaccinations in long-term care homes, retirement homes, and First 

Nations elder care homes, while taking actions to protect access to the second doses of the Pfizer vaccine for those that 

have received their first doses.  

The second doses of Pfizer will follow the advice of the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) and be 

administered within 21-27 days for long-term care residents, high-risk retirement residents, and First Nations elder-care 



home resident groups. All other groups will receive their second Pfizer doses within 35 to 42 days after their first dose, 

with 42 days being the recommended maximum between the two doses.  

Doses of the Moderna vaccine will be reallocated to 14 public health units so they can begin to vaccinate their vulnerable 

populations the week of January 27. Ontario will continue to ensure Phase 1 priority populations receive the vaccine 

despite the delay in Pfizer shipments.   

Adverse Events from Immunization (AEFI): 

The government of Canada continues to update information on COVID-19 vaccine safety. This includes information on 

any adverse events following immunization (AEFI). There have been 24 AEFI reported to date, of which 14 were reported 

as not serious and 10 were reported as serious. The age groups experiencing the majority of the AEFIs were between the 

ages of 18 and 50 with women more likely to experience adverse events. The benefits of the vaccines continue to 

outweigh the risks. 

COVID-19 Variants and Genome Testing  

The Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) is working with the provinces and territories to monitor and identify the two 

COVID-19 variants of concern. Canada states that the two variants include mutations that make the virus more infectious, 

but not appear to affect the severity of the disease. They also state that there is no evidence that these variants impact 

the effectiveness of authorized vaccines, but that more research is needed to confirm these findings. The Public Health 

Agency of Canada’s (PHAC) National Microbiology Laboratory (NML) and the Canadian COVID Genomics Network have 

been testing approximately five per cent of virus samples for these COVID-19 mutations. Canada does not provide 

information on why they are only testing 5%, but the Canadian COVID Genomics Network has stated that genome 

sequencing is much more expensive than basic COVID-19 testing. As of January 20, there have also been 2 cases of the 

South African 501Y.V2 reported in Canada. There have been 43 cases of the United Kingdom B-117 variant found in 

Ontario as of January 25. 

Ontario Vaccine Distribution Task Force: 

The Ontario Regional Chief is currently sitting on the Vaccine Distribution Task Force and will continue to ensure that all 

First Nations and Indigenous peoples will receive the vaccine in a timely manner regardless of residency. The Task Force 

has had 9 meetings to date with another meeting scheduled the first week of February. The first 9 meetings focused on 

the creation of the ethical framework, communications and Pfizer vaccine delays.  



First Nations Sub-Table: 

As part of Ontario’s Vaccine Distribution Task Force, Minister Greg Rickford established two Sub-Groups: a First Nations 
specific Sub-Group and an Urban Indigenous Sub-Group. Each of the Sub-Groups provide recommendations to the task 
force based on their unique needs and priorities. To date there have been 5 meetings of the First Nations Sub-Group with 
a focus on developing a priority matrix to assist in planning the roll-out to Ontario First Nation’s. The next meeting is 
scheduled for the first week in February.  

 
Vaccine Questions and Answers: 
 
If I am not personally “at risk”, do I still need the vaccine?  
There are still numerous studies taking place on the long-term effects of COVID-19. It is evident that while some people 
are asymptomatic and others have “mild symptoms”, there are several individuals who have experienced long-term effects 
after testing positive for the virus. In addition, vaccinating yourself will help you keep vulnerable members in your 
household or vulnerable individuals that you may encounter safe.  
 
After the vaccine is administered, when does it become effective? 
According to Health Canada, the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines do not become effective until 14 days after the second 
dose is administered. Individuals should continue to practice social distancing, masking, and other COVID-19 protocols 
until 14 days after the second dose is received.   

Which First Nations Elders and Health Care Workers have been vaccinated to-date? 
ORNGE has delivered the first COVID-19 vaccine doses to the Sioux Lookout Meno Ya Win Health Centre and the 
Weeneebayko Area Health Authority in Moose Factory and elders and Health Care Workers were vaccinated on January 
8, 2021. Vaccines have also been administered to Elders and Health Care Workers in Long term care homes in the 
following communities: Six Nations, Akwesasne, Oneida, Wikwemikong and Wigwamen Terrace, a First Nations senior’s 
residence in Toronto.  
 
When will First Nations in Ontario start receiving the vaccines? 
The vaccine roll-out started for remote fly-in communities on January 26, 2021. A total of 32 remote communities will be 
vaccinated in the next two months. Planning for the remainder of Ontario First Nations is underway through the First 
Nations Sub-Group of the Task Force. The goal is to vaccinate all First Nations adults over 18 (who consent) by April 30, 
2021. 
 



When does Canada expect to complete the vaccine rollout?  
The government of Canada anticipates that they will complete the vaccine rollout by September 2021.  
 
Are there plans to roll out the Pfizer vaccine in northern Ontario as well as southern?  
The government is currently looking into this option. The Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre has been 
selected to test the travel logistics in Northern Ontario and support preparations for the administration of the vaccine to 
Indigenous remote communities.  
 
How will communities with high transmission rates and communities located in high-traffic areas be prioritized?  
The First Nations sub-table has been developing a prioritization framework and the government is looking to the Sub-table 
for assistance on framework finalization.  
 
Additional Information on COVID-19 Vaccines: 

For more information on vaccine distribution in Canada and the provinces: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-

health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/prevention-risks/covid-19-vaccine-treatment/vaccine-

rollout.html#a4  

For more information on the vaccine distribution in Ontario: https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-vaccines-ontario 

For more information on the adverse events from immunization: https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccine-

safety/  

For more information on the COVID-19 variants of concern: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-

health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html#a8  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/01/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-

january-16-2021.html  
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