
 

 

 

 

First Nations COVID-19 testing in Ontario: Age-group analysis  
 

 
Since the end of September 2020, the 
number of positive test results among First 
Nations people in Ontario has increased.  The 
largest increases were among people 20-39 
years and, to a slightly lesser degree, 40-64 
years (red and green lines, respectively).  
Numbers of positive results among people 85 
years or more have not changed much since 
April 2020.  There was a small increase in 
positive results among the youngest people 
(6-19 years) and seniors from 65-84 years 
since end of October.  The data do not show 
how COVID-19 spread among these age 
groups.  However, the pattern is consistent 
with what might be seen if large numbers of 
younger infected people were exposing 
others in their families (especially children, 
seniors) to the virus.   
 
 
 
The percent of positive results that are 
among people 20-39 years old has been 
increasing since the end of September 2020.  
As of the end of November 2020, about 40% 
of the positive results among First Nations 
people in Ontario are in this age group.   
 

 

 

 
 

Data source: This report is an appendix to the weekly COVID-19 test results reports prepared by Chiefs of Ontario.  It is based on 
the same data: Characteristics of COVID-19 diagnostic test recipients among the Ontario First Nations population, ICES.  As of July 
18, 2020, the data sources for this report have expanded beyond the original Ontario Laboratory Information System to include 
data from the Public Health Information System (IPHIS), Distributed Labs (DL), and Public Health Ontario Laboratory (PHOL) 
databases.   

 



 

Data for all Ontarians shows a similar pattern to First Nations data with more younger people 
affected since the summer of 2020.  However, the increase in cases in younger First Nations 
people relative to other age groups seems to be more pronounced than across Ontario.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Data source: This report is an appendix to the weekly COVID-19 test results reports prepared by Chiefs of Ontario.  It is based on 
the same data: Characteristics of COVID-19 diagnostic test recipients among the Ontario First Nations population, ICES.  As of 
July 18, 2020, the data sources for this report have expanded beyond the original Ontario Laboratory Information System to 
include data from the Public Health Information System (IPHIS), Distributed Labs (DL), and Public Health Ontario Laboratory 
(PHOL) databases. 


