
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  First Nation Chiefs, Leadership Council  
FROM: Ontario Regional Chief RoseAnne Archibald 
DATE:  April 17, 2020 
RE:  ORC WEEKLY UPDATE 
 
Wahcheeyay; Aanii, Boozhoo, Shekoli, Sago:  
 
We made it through another week during these trying and difficult times. Even though some of 
the statistics look disheartening across the country, First Nation communities continue to have 
lower rates of positive cases and overall transmission. First Nations represent 1.35% of the 
Ontario population however our rate of infection is 0.18% of all cases in the province. The 
hardline efforts of our communities are being applauded and we must thank the elected 
Councils and brave frontline workers who are taking measures to keep your community safe. 
With this in mind we must remain vigilant about our efforts. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge that Grand Council Treaty #3 has called for a day of prayer, 
which will be held April 23rd at 11:00am CST and 12:00pm EST. This is a non-denominational 
event and I ask for your participation. 
 
Here are the statistics to date:  
 
COVID-19 CASES: 

• Globally = 2.2 m 
• Canada = 30,106 
• Ontario = 9,525 

 
 
 

COVID-19 First Nations in Ontario:  
• Confirmed = 18 
• Recoveries = 9 
• Deaths = 1 
• Confirmed (off-reserve) = 5 
• Deaths (off-reserve) = 1 

 
First Nations Declarations on States of 
Emergency: 63 
 

First Nations Self- Isolation/Lockdown: 33 
First Nation Road Restrictions: 39 
First Nation Airport Restrictions:12 

SUMMARY OF ISSUES 
 
Policing and Enforcement 
 
In response to the concerns raised on policing and enforcement, my office acquired the services 
of Falconers who provided an alternative approach to addressing the issue of by-law 
enforcement.  

• Falconers recommended that Chief and Councils consider passing a Band Council 
Resolution (BCR) that asserts your jurisdiction and calls for policing services to enforce 
existing legislation such as the Trespass Act as mechanism to enforce Community 
Closer and Shelter in Place orders.  
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• A briefing note and four BCR templates, which pertain to border closure orders, 
community covid-19 orders, and health orders, were provided for leadership to consider 
adopting.  

• Please note this is just one measure that is being recommended.  
 
The Solicitor General and the OPP Commissioner are also advising that Chiefs and Councils 
pass by community by-laws as police services are legally required to enforce them.  
 
Tracking and testing results  
In order for First Nation communities to track COVID-19 province wide, Chiefs have agreed to 
share confirmed cases and committed to protecting and respecting the interests and health of 
our First Nation citizens.  The Chiefs of Ontario Health Department have started a process to 
collect and manage the information using OCAP principles.   

 
ORC Office initiatives:  
 
As part of my office’s on-going efforts to create tools, guides, and recommended approaches to 
address community needs, are undertaking the following initiatives to make available if required 
by communities:  
  

• COVID-19 Community Coordinators: Advocating for communities to have a point person 
to ensure a cooperative approach between First Nation and their Federal and Provincial 
partners.  

• 24 Hour Coordinated Response STAT Teams: Advocating for 24 hour coordinated 
response teams who would be deployed to ensure a cooperated approach First Nations 
and their Federal and Provincial partners to:  
 
o Setup - the household for quarantine, isolation tents, blue bubbles etc. 
o Tracing- where there are other points of possible contacts in the community. 
o Assessment- what needs are there to maintain quarantine, i.e. water quality, 

sanitation supplies, PPE if there are other family tending to those affected. 
o Testing- immediately swab all those who may have come into contact with affected 

case. 
 

• Cluster Infection Control: Developing a template that communities can use to conduct 
household mapping in order to control potential cluster infections from occurring. 

 
In an effort to continue this important work my office has secured funding from the Ministry of 
Indigenous Affairs for two (2) additional researchers/writers.  
 
WEEKLY CALLS 
The Leadership Council (LC) is now holding weekly calls on Wednesday’s. This week the LC 
was joined by Minister Marc Miller, Indigenous Services Canada and Minister Greg Rickford, 
Indigenous Affairs Ontario, and Deputy Minister Shawn Batise, Indigenous Affairs Ontario.     
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This week the Leadership Council and Chiefs were joined by, Minister of Indigenous Affairs 
Greg Rickford, Sol Gen Minister Sylvia Jones, Minister of Education Stephen Lecce, OPP 
Commissioner Thomas Currique and Deputy Minister of Indigenous Affair Shawn Batise who 
provided updates and address concerns that pertain to ongoing issues.  
 
Next week, Thursday April 23rd, 2020 at 10:30am, we will be joined by Minister of Indigenous 
Affairs Greg Rickford and Deputy Minister of Indigenous Affair Shawn Batise to provide updates 
and responses to leadership’s questions. A standing invitation for Minister of Health Christine 
Elliott and Dr. David Williams, Ontario Chief Medical Officer of Health to join the weekly call 
remains. 
 
To assist Leadership and to make the weekly call process more efficient and solutions-based, 
we have created the email address: COVID19@coo.org for you to submit your questions in 
advance of each meeting. Please submit questions by Tuesdays at 5:00pm.  
 
Ninanaskamon. Kisahkeetin. 
Wishing you Peace beyond all understanding, 
 

 
 
Ontario Regional Chief RoseAnne Archibald 


