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• All provinces have indicated that reopening education systems to be done in a thoughtful and strategic way based on the advice of their Chief Public Health Officer.   
• Many provinces have divested communications to its school districts – sending communications directly to parents, caregivers and students re- continuity of learning and supports (i.e. Alberta). A few examples of 

school district communications can be found on their provincial website (provincial website links above).  
• Provincial websites that provide details to the continuity of learning and resources for teachers, students and parents: 

o Alberta 
o British Columbia (new featured activity updated daily) 
o Manitoba 
o Newfoundland and Labrador 
o New Brunswick  
o Nova Scotia 
o Northwest Territories 
o Nunavut  
o Ontario  
o Prince Edward Island  
o Saskatchewan 
o Quebec 
o Yukon (general information updated daily) 

 

Province Summer Learning 2020-21 Reopening Status 2020-21 Reopening Measures / Considerations 

Alberta 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded):  

741,802* 
(2019-20: ECS – 12) 

 
*Total includes Public, 

Separate, Francophone, 
Charter, Early Childhood 

Services, private operators, 
Private schools, Provincial, 
Federal-FN and Federal. 

• No new update.  
• 5 new schools to be built, construction to begin in 

September 2020, with occupancy set for September 
2022. Minister: “Accelerating these five new school 
projects is an important part of Alberta’s plan to 
stimulate our economy. These new schools will 
provide our children with modern places to learn that 
will lay the foundation for their futures while also 
getting Albertans back to work.” 
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=70087BE7C
8800-F3C4-57D2-D74B62DDA1D018CB  

• School authorities will offer at-home learning 
opportunities for all Kindergarten to Grade 12 
students online or through accommodations like 
course packages and telephone check-ins. 

• Teachers will determine what content to cover based 
on remaining curricular outcomes and plan tasks 
that are reasonable to do from home. 

• Provincial website outlines detailed information on: 
• K – 12 (Continuity of student learning and 

content delivery) 
• Grade Progression and Report Cards 
• High School Diploma Criteria  
• Provincial Assessments  
• Resources for Parents  

Status: Not yet confirmed – 
options are currently being 
developed and considered.   
 

Getting Ready for the 20-21 School Year  
• The plan offers guidance on a wide range of operational issues including hygiene and health requirements, 

student learning, transportation and diploma exams. It also addresses mental health and psychological supports 
for students and staff. 

• School authorities will plan for all three scenarios for September: 
1. In-school classes resume (near normal operations with health measures) 
2. In-school classes partially resume with additional health measures 
3. At home learning continues (in-school classes are cancelled) 

• The preferred and likely scenario is that students will return to daily in-school classes at the beginning of the year.  
• The government will share its final decision by Aug. 1 on which scenario will be in place at the beginning of the 

school year. However, school authorities are asked to prepare for implementing any of the three possibilities 
during the upcoming school year, including on short notice. 

• Measures to reduce the risk for scenarios 1 and 2 include: cleaning, Student/staff hygiene and illness, Physical 
distancing and grouping, masks, shared items, Cases of COVID-19 in a school 

 
Non-COVID-19 operational highlights 

• Any summer programming will follow scenario 2 of the re-entry plan and the associated public health measures. 
• August diploma exams will proceed for students taking diploma courses this summer. 
• For the 2020-21 school year, diploma exams will be held if the first or second scenarios are in place. In scenario 

3, exams may be cancelled. 
• Provincial achievement tests (PATs) for Grades 6 and 9 can be held in the first and second scenarios, but will 

be optional for school authorities to participate. 
• If scenario 3 is in place at the beginning of the school year, the January PATs will be cancelled. May/June PATs 

may be cancelled based on the duration of at-home learning. 
• School authorities can, as deemed appropriate at the local level, reduce time spent teaching non-core subjects 

to allow for additional instruction time on core subjects. 
• School authorities must enable the full participation and inclusion of students with disabilities under each 

scenario and address any learning gaps from the 2019-20 school year. 
• Mental health supports should be in place for students and staff. 

 
Related information 

https://www.alberta.ca/student-learning-during-covid-19.aspx
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/
https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/mylearning/index.html
https://learningathome.nlesd.ca/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/learning_at_home.html
http://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/6821921/Covid-19-Guidelines-for-Teachers-FIN.pdf
https://www.ece.gov.nt.ca/en/services/education-culture-and-employment-covid-19-updates
https://angirrami.com/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/learn-at-home
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/education-and-lifelong-learning/home-learning-resources
https://ecoleouverte.ca/en/
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/edu/edu-yukon-learning-continuity-requirements.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=70087BE7C8800-F3C4-57D2-D74B62DDA1D018CB
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=70087BE7C8800-F3C4-57D2-D74B62DDA1D018CB
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• K to 12 school re-entry website 
• 2020-21 school re-entry plan 
• Guidance for summer school re-entry 
• Guidance for school re-entry -scenario 1 
• Guidance for school re-entry -scenario 2 

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=72576418BE34F-D428-6986-0F85E17B91BA2A40 
 
 
  

British Columbia 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded): 575,986 

(2019-20: K – 12)  

• Free, live coding workshops for Students – Students 
can create online games and build websites for free 
through live online coding workshops from the 
Ministry of Education website Keep Learning. In 
addition, Canada Learning Code is also planning a 
virtual coding conference that students will be able 
to take part in this summer. Since it was launched, 
Keep Learning BC has been visited by more than 
286,300 unique users. 
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EDUC0035-
000929  

• Music Monday is one of the world’s largest single 
events dedicated to raising awareness about music 
education. Students from over 100 B.C. schools are 
joining hundreds of thousands of people from across 
Canada #TogetherInHarmony to celebrate. 
Normally, this event is a series of live concert 
performances at venues across the country. The 
event will be livestreamed for 12 hours on YouTube 
and on Facebook. 
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EDUC0034-
000804   

 

Status: Not yet confirmed – 
options are currently being 
developed and considered.   

The Ministry of Education is actively planning a comprehensive plan for the upcoming school year. Activities include:  
• updating the Education Programs Guide to support education delivery across all 5 Stages;  
• developing teacher and parent resources; and  
• working with stakeholders and rightsholders to ensure perspectives are incorporated into the planning materials.  

The Ministry plans to provide an initial announcement in late June and final confirmation by August 20th. 
 
June school restart sets the stage for September  
• The June school restart saw almost 200,000 students safely return back to the classroom, giving the Province 

information to prepare for the 2020-21 school year. 
• On June 1, all kindergarten-to-Grade 5 students had the option to attend school half-time, while students in Grades 

6 to 12 had the option to attend school for the equivalent of one day a week. During this time, the student 
population was limited to no more than 50% in kindergarten to Grade 5, and no more than 20% in Grades 6 to 12. 
Children of essential service workers and students who require additional support were welcome to attend schools 
full time. 

 
Successes: 
• Health and safety standards have been strictly followed (e.g., greater space between desks, minimal physical 

contact, hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, cleaning of high-contact surfaces twice daily, and clear protocols for 
drop-offs and lunch and recess breaks). 

• Teachers have supported students in new and innovative ways, like organizing virtual music performances, keeping 
students active and engaged through phys-ed video challenges, teaching Indigenous cooking classes and 
arranging video scavenger hunts to keep students engaged. 

• Enabling the use of Zoom for B.C. schools has allowed 35,000 educators using that secure video-conferencing 
platform to bring students together online. 

 
Preparation for September: 
• Ministry has appointed a steering committee with representatives from teachers, parents, First Nations, support 

staff, principals and vice-principals, school boards and trustees, and the public health sector to learn from best 
practices and find solutions to issues. 

• The committee will review lessons learned from March to June, identify existing and potential issues and propose 
solutions, and develop and support parent and teacher resources. The Province is committed to ensuring families 
and education-sector workers have regular updates so they can plan for the school year ahead.   

• The goal is to have even more students in class in September, as long as it is safe to do so based on the advice of 
provincial health officer.  

• Several return to school scenarios are being developed based on a five-stage approach, allowing schools to 
respond quickly in the event of a second wave. All five stages are supported by strict health and safety guidelines 
from the provincial health officer, the BC Centre for Disease Control and WorkSafeBC. 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EDUC0034-001170 

Manitoba 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded): 207,837 

(2019: K – 12)  

• Play structures are open (including school 
structures) – before accessing the play 
structures, review social distancing with children 
and the washing of hands before and after use – 
to be mindful of the numbers gathered in the 
area, as groups of 10 people or more are not 

Status: Not yet confirmed – 
options are currently being 
developed and considered.   

Government Plans for In-Class Learning to Resume in September   
• The Manitoba government has released a planning framework for the resumption of in-class learning, with teachers 

and staff returning to classrooms on Sept. 2 and students on Sept. 8 
• The framework provides guidance for school divisions to develop detailed reopening plans to be submitted to 

Manitoba Education for three public health scenarios including: 
o in-class learning with near-normal conditions; 

https://www.alberta.ca/k-to-12-school-re-entry-2020-21-school-year.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2020-21-school-re-entry-plan
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-summer-school-re-entry
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-school-re-entry-scenario-1
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-school-re-entry-scenario-2
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=72576418BE34F-D428-6986-0F85E17B91BA2A40
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EDUC0035-000929
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EDUC0035-000929
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EDUC0034-000804
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EDUC0034-000804
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EDUC0034-001170
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permitted (this does not apply to people living 
together in the same household).  
http://www.sjasd.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemI
D=210&ListID=883d0c8d-1c12-4334-9116-
1de95f400699&TemplateID=Announcement_Ite
m#/=  

• April 29: Release of Manitoba’s Pandemic 
Economic Recovery Roadmap includes restoring 
services for Phase One (beginning May 4) – 
schools will remain closed.  
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=4
7664&posted=2020-04-29  

 

o in-class learning, taking additional public health measures into consideration; and  
o remote learning from home, with limited use of school facilities. 

• Manitoba Education will provide final confirmation by Aug. 1 based on public health directions. 
• Significant consultation with students, parents, teachers and education stakeholders occurred over the past month 

to gauge their comfort, with tens of thousands of Manitobans providing feedback. 
• Divisions will ensure all schools have plans that are accessible to parents and students. Funded independent 

schools will also be asked to submit plans and post them publicly.   
• The framework also outlines key considerations that should be addressed in the school and division plans  
• Full report: www.manitoba.ca/covid19/restoring/safeschools.html and feedback can be provided 

at https://engagemb.ca. 
 
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=48514 
 
 

New Brunswick 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded): 97,755 

(2017-18: K – 12)  

• May 26: Guidelines, developed in collaboration with 
school districts and based on advice from Public 
Health, have been provided for graduation 
ceremonies outlining parameters for physical 
distancing and provide schools with suggested, but 
not mandatory, options for ceremonies. Schools will 
be responsible for developing their individual 
graduation ceremony plans and submitting them to 
their respective districts for approval. Ceremonies 
are anticipated to take place between June 15 and 
19. The final day for home learning options will be 
June 12. 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_rele
ase.2020.05.0299.html 

• The Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development has invested $860K towards 1,000 
iPads with data plans, 500 laptops and 300 WiFi 
Hubs to support home learning by providing students 
in need with access to devices and internet services. 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/multimedia/mmr
enderer.2020.05.2020-05-06_01.jpg.html  

• District school board is allowing students to retrieve 
items from their desks and lockers as early as the 
week of May 4th – a process and timeline are being 
developed, textbooks or other materials cannot be 
returned yet, upon entry through only one entrance 
point – they will wash their hands and again after 
leaving the school, masks are not required and will 
need to bring their own bags. 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-
brunswick/covid-19-roundup-coronavirus-1.5550420   
 

Status: PLAN RELEASED 
(June 12, 2020) 
 

• Kindergarten to Grade 
8: will attend school full 
time. K-8 students will 
stay within their class 
grouping throughout the 
day. Transition times, 
such as arrival, breaks 
and lunches, will be 
staggered. 

• Grades 9 to 12: will be 
taught using blended 
learning methods, which 
supplement instruction 
in classrooms with 
distance instruction. 
This may include, online 
course work, guided 
projects, experiential 
learning or co-op 
placements. Physical 
distancing is required 
for students in Grades 9 
to 12 and will be 
observed to the greatest 
extent possible. 

Plan released for return to schools in September 2020 
• The Return to School: September 2020 plan outlines the operational requirements schools and school districts 

must meet while developing their COVID-19 operational plans. It works in conjunction with the Public Health 
guidance to the department and may be changed based upon the evolution of the pandemic. 

• Students in kindergarten to Grade 8 will attend school full time. K-8 students will stay within their class grouping 
throughout the day. Transition times, such as arrival, breaks and lunches, will be staggered. 

• Students in Grades 9 to 12 will be taught using blended learning methods, which supplement instruction in 
classrooms with distance instruction. This may include, online course work, guided projects, experiential learning 
or co-op placements. Physical distancing is required for students in Grades 9 to 12 and will be observed to the 
greatest extent possible. 

• Some classrooms may have smaller groupings, depending upon the grade level.  
• Teachers will identify gaps in learning from the 2019-20 school year and use a targeted approach, ensuring 

students meet the core curricular outcomes 
• Encourage schools to use concepts outlined in the Succeeding at Home document, such as mixed groupings, to 

meet student needs within the operational requirements for the 2020-21 school year. 
• Public access to school buildings will be limited to students, school staff and those who receive permission, in 

advance, from the principal. Students, staff and visitors will be subject to a screening process.  
• Some schools may change their drop-off and pick-up schedules. 
• More information on facilities, scheduling and transportation will be communicated directly to families through the 

school districts this summer as schools develop their individual plans. 
• Executive summary: 

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ReturnSchoolExecutiveSummary.pdf  
  

Newfoundland and 
Labrador 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded): 97,755 

(2018-19: K – 12)  

Safe Spaces Reimagined through Education 
Partnerships.  
• The Newfoundland and Labrador English School 

District and the Canadian Centre for Gender and 
Sexual Diversity have come together to offer 
students an opportunity to attend workshops and 
sharing sessions through a Virtual Forum: Free to 
Be Me 2020. More than 40 junior high and high 

Status: Not yet confirmed – 
options are currently being 
developed and considered.   

 

http://www.sjasd.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=210&ListID=883d0c8d-1c12-4334-9116-1de95f400699&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=
http://www.sjasd.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=210&ListID=883d0c8d-1c12-4334-9116-1de95f400699&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=
http://www.sjasd.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=210&ListID=883d0c8d-1c12-4334-9116-1de95f400699&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=
http://www.sjasd.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=210&ListID=883d0c8d-1c12-4334-9116-1de95f400699&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=47664&posted=2020-04-29
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=47664&posted=2020-04-29
http://www.manitoba.ca/covid19/restoring/safeschools.html
https://engagemb.ca/
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=48514
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_release.2020.05.0299.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_release.2020.05.0299.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/multimedia/mmrenderer.2020.05.2020-05-06_01.jpg.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/multimedia/mmrenderer.2020.05.2020-05-06_01.jpg.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/covid-19-roundup-coronavirus-1.5550420
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/covid-19-roundup-coronavirus-1.5550420
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ReturnSchoolExecutiveSummary.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/promo/summit/GreenPaper.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ReturnSchoolExecutiveSummary.pdf
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school students attending the kick-off event last 
week. Two more student sessions are being offered 
and a Keynote address for students and staff will 
take place on June 11. Educators will also be able to 
avail of an opportunity to connect in a session on 
Sports Inclusion (June 17); over 100 teachers have 
already registered. 
https://www.nlesd.ca/about/news/index.jsp?NewsCat
egory=3 
 

Nova Scotia 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded): 8,587 
(2018-19: Pre-K – 12) 

  

• Release: 4th Edition of Primary – Gr-9 (Nova Scotia 
at Home Learning) – this edition has some ideas to 
support Pre-Primary students and an enhanced well-
being section, a special feature highlights well-being 
from a Mi’kmaw perspective. 
https://www.saltwire.com/media/docs/ns_home_lear
ning_week04.pdf  

• Release: 3rd Edition of Primary – Gr-9 (Nova Scotia 
At-Home Student Learning Package) – this issue 
focuses on physical, social, emotional and mental 
wellbeing – providing information, tips and exercises.  
https://curriculum.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/do
cuments/resource-
files/May%206%20P%20to%209%20learning%20pa
ckage.PDF  
 

Status: Not yet confirmed – 
options are currently being 
developed and considered.   

 

Northwest 
Territories 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded): 123,239 

(2019-20: Pre-primary – 12)  

• Working on a centralized resource database to make 
activities and resources that support at-home 
learning for students with complex needs. Also 
ensuring the continued availability of remote 
counselling services, exploring ways to provide 
families with access to respite services and 
maintaining food programs for families in need by 
supplying prepared packages of food, partnering 
with community agencies, sharing food funding or 
staff, providing grocery vouchers or accounts, and 
delivering takeout meals. 
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/minister-and-
education-leaders-discuss-continued-support-
students-complex-needs-during 
 

Status: Not yet confirmed – 
options are currently being 
developed and considered.   
 

School reopening plans focus on flexibility in learning approaches for 2020-2021 school year  
• All NWT schools have submitted plans for approval to reopen for the 2020-2021 school year.  
• Schools are striving to provide a safe way for students to receive as much in-person, curriculum-based instructional 

time in classrooms with teachers as possible, with new health and safety procedures and restrictions in place. 
• When full-time in-person learning is not possible, education will be delivered through a blended learning approach, 

where students are learning part time in school, as well as part time at home or on the land. Distance learning will 
also be available for students who cannot attend school due to higher health risks, or in cases where schools must 
close temporarily due to serious health and safety concerns posed by COVID-19. 

• Education bodies are taking a flexible approach in their planning to account for a potential second wave of COVID-
19 in the fall of 2020, which includes measures to ensure schools are able to remain open, to the extent possible, if 
there are new COVID-19 cases in the NWT.  

• Schools are preparing to shift between in-person, distance and blended learning at short notice, and parents, 
guardians, students and communities should be prepared for the learning situation to change quickly in response to 
evolving circumstances. 

https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/school-reopening-plans-focus-flexibility-learning-approaches-2020-2021-school-
year 
 
 

Nunavut 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded): 10,107 

(2017-18: K – 12)  

• Department of Education Services updated Student 
Learning Packages – Learning packages are 
focused on strengthening skills in literacy, numeracy, 
and health and wellbeing. There is a mix of paper 
and electronic-based work, depending on the 
student and their circumstance. Students and 
families should expect to receive learning packages 
for the rest of the school year. Learning packages 
are designed to reinforce the skills students have 

Status: Not yet confirmed – 
options are currently being 
developed and considered.   

 

https://www.nlesd.ca/about/news/index.jsp?NewsCategory=3
https://www.nlesd.ca/about/news/index.jsp?NewsCategory=3
https://www.saltwire.com/media/docs/ns_home_learning_week04.pdf
https://www.saltwire.com/media/docs/ns_home_learning_week04.pdf
https://curriculum.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/resource-files/May%206%20P%20to%209%20learning%20package.PDF
https://curriculum.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/resource-files/May%206%20P%20to%209%20learning%20package.PDF
https://curriculum.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/resource-files/May%206%20P%20to%209%20learning%20package.PDF
https://curriculum.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/resource-files/May%206%20P%20to%209%20learning%20package.PDF
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/minister-and-education-leaders-discuss-continued-support-students-complex-needs-during
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/minister-and-education-leaders-discuss-continued-support-students-complex-needs-during
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/minister-and-education-leaders-discuss-continued-support-students-complex-needs-during
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/school-reopening-plans-focus-flexibility-learning-approaches-2020-2021-school-year
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/school-reopening-plans-focus-flexibility-learning-approaches-2020-2021-school-year
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/school-reopening-plans-focus-flexibility-learning-approaches-2020-2021-school-year
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already learned and will not be expected to be 
assessed by teachers toward final grades. 
https://www.gov.nu.ca/education/news/covid-19-
department-education-services-update   
 

Ontario 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded): 2,040,432 

(2018-19: K – 12)  

Ontario Develops Additional Learning Materials for 
Students and Teachers   
• The province is providing up to $1.5 million to create 

made-in-Ontario videos and resources to support 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
learning.  

• The Ontario government, in partnership with Science 
North and the Ontario Science Centre, is creating 
additional educational content for students and 
teachers during the school closures resulting from 
COVID-19.  

• Science North will create resources for elementary 
school teachers and students, while the Ontario 
Science Centre will develop materials for secondary 
school teachers and students. All resources will be 
accessible and available in both English and French 
and will include: 

 

Status: PLAN RELEASED 
(June 19, 2020) 
 
• The following three 

scenarios to be 
implemented in September, 
depending on the public 
health situation at the time: 

1. Normal school day 
routine with 
enhanced public 
health protocols -  

2. Modified school day 
routine - 

3. At home learning  
 

Ontario Prepares for the Safe Reopening of Schools 
 
Ontario's plan to safely reopen schools will provide options for parents - to send their children in-class or to enter online 
learning - with health, safety and well-being at its core. Boards will be asked to plan for the following three scenarios to 
be implemented in September, depending on the public health situation at the time: 
1. Normal school day routine with enhanced public health protocols - Students going to school every day, in 

classes that reflect standard class size regulations. 
2. Modified school day routine - Based on public health advice, an adapted delivery model has been designed to 

allow for physical distancing and cohorts of students. Under this model, school boards are asked to maintain a 
limit of 15 students in a typical classroom at one time and adopt timetabling that would allow for students to 
remain in contact only with their classmates and a single teacher for as much of the school day as possible. 
This model would require alternate day or alternate week delivery to a segment of the class at one time. 

3. At home learning - Should the school closure be extended, or some parents choose not to send their child back 
to school, school boards need to be prepared to offer remote education. Remote education should be delivered 
online to the greatest extent possible, including the establishment of minimum expectations for students to have 
direct contact with their teacher at the same time on a regular basis, also known as synchronous learning. 
Synchronous learning can be used as part of whole class instruction, in smaller groups of students, and/or in a 
one-on-one context. 

 
Approach to reopening schools for the 2020-2021 school year 
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/06/ontario-prepares-for-the-safe-reopening-of-schools.html 
 
June 19, 2020 letter to parents  
https://www.ontario.ca/page/letter-ontarios-parents-minister-education#section-0 
 

Prince Edward 
Island 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded):  

20,734 
(2019-20: K – 12)  

Public Schools Branch, Message to 
Parents/Guardians, Students, and Staff from the 
PSB During COVID-19 
• Offering support on how to work from home with kids 

in a pandemic. 
https://edu.princeedwardisland.ca/psb/2020/06/10/m
essage-to-parents-guardians-students-and-staff-
from-the-psb-during-covid-19-5/  

• May 26, Public Schools Branch Update - In 
accordance with the provisions outlined in Renew 
PEI, with the easing of restrictions, PSB staff may be 
available to provide additional academic and well-
being supports to students. Teachers will be 
reaching out to their students with options they can 
participate in. In addition, Respite Programming (for 
students supported by an EA or Youth Service 
Worker while attending school) will begin operating 
at all 56 PSB schools. Schools are working on plans 
for High School Graduations and year end closing 
activities, within the public health guidelines outlined 
by the Chief Public Health Office. While activities will 
not look the same as in previous years, schools are 
committed to offering a unique experience to mark 

Status: PLAN RELEASED 
(July 2, 2020) 
 
• Staff will return to school on 

September 1 and students 
on September 8.  

  

Province releases plan to safely return students to school in September 
• Under the guidance of the Chief Public Health Office, the plan outlines protocols to support physical distancing, 

enhanced hygiene and the safe flow of students through the school. 
• The plan was developed by a provincial Fall Readiness Committee which worked closely with the Chief Public 

Health Office.  
• The plan includes guidelines for all schools to keep students and staff safe, for example: 

o Students will work in cohorts, or groups of the same students, as much as possible. Cohorts will distance 
themselves from other groups to limit exposure to other students. 

o Classrooms will be configured to support physical distancing. Schools will work to reduce class sizes and when 
necessary, alternate space such as multi-purpose rooms will be used as classrooms. 

o Lunch and recess breaks will be staggered, as well as drop-off and pick-up times. 
o Protocols will be in place to safely move students through the school and reduce congestion in hallways and 

common areas. 
o Students and staff will be required to stay home when they are unwell and there will be screening protocols for 

all people entering a school. 
o Students will be educated on the importance of physical distancing and hand washing. 
o Enhanced cleaning protocols will be followed in the school and on the school bus. 
o To reduce the number of students on buses, parents will be asked to transport their children to and from school 

whenever possible and buses will be added where necessary. 
• While in-school learning is the preferred model, back-up plans will be in place to move to at-home learning should 

public health conditions change. 

https://www.gov.nu.ca/education/news/covid-19-department-education-services-update
https://www.gov.nu.ca/education/news/covid-19-department-education-services-update
http://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2020/06/ontario-develops-additional-learning-materials-for-students-and-teachers.html?utm_source=digest&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p
http://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2020/06/ontario-develops-additional-learning-materials-for-students-and-teachers.html?utm_source=digest&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/06/ontario-prepares-for-the-safe-reopening-of-schools.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/letter-ontarios-parents-minister-education#section-0
https://edu.princeedwardisland.ca/psb/2020/06/10/message-to-parents-guardians-students-and-staff-from-the-psb-during-covid-19-5/
https://edu.princeedwardisland.ca/psb/2020/06/10/message-to-parents-guardians-students-and-staff-from-the-psb-during-covid-19-5/
https://edu.princeedwardisland.ca/psb/2020/06/10/message-to-parents-guardians-students-and-staff-from-the-psb-during-covid-19-5/
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/topic/renew-pei-together
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/topic/renew-pei-together
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/news/province-releases-plan-safely-return-students-school-september
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the end of the school year and wish their students 
well. 
https://edu.princeedwardisland.ca/psb/  

•  

• Staff will return to school on September 1 and students on September 8. Orientation on new operational 
requirements will be held for all staff. Professional learning for teachers will focus on the revised curriculum, online 
teaching and learning, and student wellness. 

• Minister Trivers said parents and guardians will play an important role in their children’s transition to new learning 
environments. The Department and school leaders will seek input from parents and be in close contact with them 
regarding any adjustments that may be required. 

• Additional teachers and cleaning staff will be hired to support the implementation of the plan. 
• Link to full document - Welcome Back to School Plan - 

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/welcome_back_to_school_plan.pdf  
 

Quebec 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded): 925,809 

(2017-18: K – 12)  

Quebec Summer Courses and Learning Camps. 
• As of July 1, 2020, Secondary IV and V students 

may attend summer classes in person, voluntarily or 
on the basis of a teacher’s recommendation.  
Students may also be evaluated by educational 
institutions to assess their needs. 

• Students who completed a program prior to the 
2019-2020 school year but failed may retake the 
ministerial examination. 

• Learning camps (see also below) for students who 
have difficulties or need remedial instruction will be 
held from June 8 to 26, inclusive with a possible 
extension and will be offered to: 
o Elementary students in the schools located in the 

Montréal metropolitan community, the regional 
county municipality of Joliette and the town of 
l’Épiphanie 

o secondary school students throughout the 
Québec school system 

• The educational institutions will tailor services to the 
needs of their students and their respective 
situations. 

https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/preschool-
elementary-and-secondary-schools/etablissements-
scolaires-prescolaires-primaires-et-secondaires-dans-le-
contexte-de-la-covid-19/  
 

Status: PLAN RELEASED 
(June 16, 2020) 
 
• Reopening of 100% of 

schools according to the 
usual ratios. 

• Principle of group-classes 
with sub-groups (maximum 
six students) and applicable 
distance rule: one meter 
between sub-groups and 
two meters with adults - 
teachers. 

• School service centers 
must have a contingency 
protocol in order to be 
ready to face any 
eventuality. 

 
 
 
 
 

Le gouvernement du Québec dévoile son plan de match pour la prochaine année scolaire 
http://www.fil-information.gouv.qc.ca/Pages/Article.aspx?lang=en&idArticle=2806169702  
 
• Reopening of 100% of Quebec schools according to the usual ratios. 
• Principle of group-classes with sub-groups (maximum six students) and applicable distance rule: one meter 

between sub-groups and two meters with adults - teachers. 
• School service centers must have a contingency protocol in order to be ready to face any eventuality. 

 
The Quebec government confirms the return to class, next September, of all preschool, elementary and secondary 
students everywhere in Quebec.  
 
Preschool, primary and 1 st, 2 e and 3 e secondary 
All of preschool, primary and 1 st, 2 e and 3 e secondary will be present in schools, according to the usual 
ratios. Classes will be organized in the form of subgroups of six students or less. The distances of one meter between 
the subgroups of pupils and two meters with the staff must be respected. The teachers will move according to the 
subjects to be taught while the students will stay in the same room. For students in 1 st, 2 e and 3 e school, class 
schedules and specific projects will be redeveloped based on the principle of closed-class groups. 
 
4 th and 5 th secondary 
For students in 4 th and 5 th secondary, two options will be available to school service centers, according to their reality 
and needs identified in their respective communities. 
The first option is based on the model adopted for grades 1 st , 2 e and 3 e school: all students will be involved and 
redevelopment will be made regarding the schedule of elective courses and special projects, depending on the 
principle of closed class-groups. The second option consists of an alternation formula with groups formed in 
compliance with the rules of physical distancing attending school at least every other day. Online learning and 
homework would then complete the educational offer. 

Saskatchewan 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded):  

186,386 
(2019-20: K – 12) 

• In-class learning suspended until at least 
September – will to continue with at-home until the 
end of the school year. Beginning to work on what 
in-class learning may look like this fall, although the 
timelines will depend on the safety of everyone in 
Saskatchewan schools including students, teachers 
and school staff.  For those students graduating this 
year, school divisions are working with graduates 
and staff to consider virtual graduation ceremonies 
and possible postponements as well, as public 
health orders remain which prevent more than 10 
people from gathering together.  
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-
and-media/2020/may/07/in-class-learning-
suspended  
 

Status: Not yet confirmed – 
options are currently being 
developed and considered.   
 

Guidelines Announced For Students’ Safe Return To Prekindergarten To Grade 12 Classrooms In September  
• In-classroom learning will resume for the 2020-21 school year.  
• Guidelines have been developed to inform local planning 
• Includes: hygiene, limiting physical contact (rather than “distance”), limited shared materials and equipment, extra-

curricular, facilities, cleaning and sanitation, illness in care, nutrition programs, mental health and social-emotional 
support, students with intensive needs, transportation   

 
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2020/june/18/educational-institution-guidelines 
 
Students And Staff To Return To Class For The 2020-21 School Year, Guidelines To Be Released As Early As 
Next Week  
• Classes in Saskatchewan Prekindergarten to Grade 12 schools will resume in-classroom learning for the upcoming 

school year. 
• The school year is set to start as early as September 1, based on local school division calendars. 
• Ministry of Education, with the input of the Education Response Planning Team, will distribute public health 

guidelines being developed in concert with the Chief Medical Health Officer.   

https://edu.princeedwardisland.ca/psb/
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/welcome_back_to_school_plan.pdf
https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/preschool-elementary-and-secondary-schools/etablissements-scolaires-prescolaires-primaires-et-secondaires-dans-le-contexte-de-la-covid-19/
https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/preschool-elementary-and-secondary-schools/etablissements-scolaires-prescolaires-primaires-et-secondaires-dans-le-contexte-de-la-covid-19/
https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/preschool-elementary-and-secondary-schools/etablissements-scolaires-prescolaires-primaires-et-secondaires-dans-le-contexte-de-la-covid-19/
https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/preschool-elementary-and-secondary-schools/etablissements-scolaires-prescolaires-primaires-et-secondaires-dans-le-contexte-de-la-covid-19/
http://www.fil-information.gouv.qc.ca/Pages/Article.aspx?lang=en&idArticle=2806169702
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2020/may/07/in-class-learning-suspended
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2020/may/07/in-class-learning-suspended
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2020/may/07/in-class-learning-suspended
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2020/june/18/educational-institution-guidelines
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USA STATUS: SUMMER LEARNING, SCHOOLS REOPENING + MEASURES / CONSIDERATIONS and GENERAL OBERVATIONS 
(Updated July 3, 2020) 
 

Summer Learning   

• Guidelines will be available to school division as early as next week to ensure schools are safe for students, staff 
and caregivers. 

• Priority continues to be the health and safety of students, staff and caregivers.  The Chief Medical Health Officer will 
continue providing advice and recommendations as the planning and implementation process takes place. 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2020/june/09/school-year 

Yukon 
 

# of Students Impacted 
(publicly funded):  

5,590 
(2019-20: K- 12) 

• All schools with Grade 12 students have decided to 
postpone their graduation ceremonies for the 2019-
20 school year past June. Schools will monitor the 
situation in June and determine if it is safe to plan for 
a cap and gown ceremony after the end of the 
school year. 

• Updated Pandemic Response Framework and 
Pandemic Response & Continuity Plan, including:   

• Alternative delivery of school food programs  
• Adapted custodial practices to meet health 

and safety guidelines  
• Reassignment of bus services to support 

transportation of learning materials and food 
program packages to students 

https://yukon.ca/en/your-government/find-out-what-
government-doing/information-public-school-
students-and-families  

•  

Status: Not yet confirmed – 
options are currently being 
developed and considered.   
 

 
Face-to-face classes on track to resume for 2020–21 school year  
• Planning for Kindergarten to Grade 12 students to return to classes in school at the start of the 2020–21 school 

year. 
• As part of A Path Forward: Yukon’s plan for lifting COVID-19 restrictions, initial health and safety guidance for 

Kindergarten to Grade 12 schools has been developed with Yukon’s Chief Medical Officer of Health to start 
planning for changes to the operations of Yukon schools for the 2020–21 school year. Health and safety guidelines 
will be developed before the start of the 2020–21 school year. 

• Each school will determine how it will adjust its operations to meet Yukon’s health and safety guidelines for 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 schools while meeting the unique needs and context of school communities. School 
principals and staff will share this information before the start of the 2020–21 school year. 

https://yukon.ca/en/news/face-face-classes-track-resume-2020-21-school-year 

 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2020/june/09/school-year
https://yukon.ca/en/your-government/find-out-what-government-doing/information-public-school-students-and-families
https://yukon.ca/en/your-government/find-out-what-government-doing/information-public-school-students-and-families
https://yukon.ca/en/your-government/find-out-what-government-doing/information-public-school-students-and-families
https://yukon.ca/en/news/face-face-classes-track-resume-2020-21-school-year
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• Delaware entered the second phase of its recovery last week, officially allowed schools to hold in-person summer school. Delaware’s guidance for summer schools mandates that classes be no larger than 15 
students, and that desks be placed a minimum of six feet apart.  

• New Jersey has released a summer learning resource guide for districts that wish to hold summer classes. In-person programs are permitted to begin on or after July 6 and must follow all applicable health and 
safety protocols. If a school district determines that it would not be possible to meet summer program goals through in-person summer programming, the district may conduct summer programming remotely or by a 
combination of remote and in-person instruction. 

 

Schools Reopening + Measures / Considerations 
• State decisions to reopen schools is tentative based on advice from public health experts – many state governments disagree on tentative start dates with local authorities. Information is changing rapidly and state 

specific information is not included as part of this scan.)   
• 6 states have not determined dates for opening 
• 4 states have tentative dates for districts to open schools  
• 40 states have left decisions on state openings to local districts 
SOURCE: https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/data-when-will-school-start-this-fall.html  

 
• State guidance/guideline for reopening:  

o Ohio has released a reopening guidance document for K-12 schools. School staff are required to wear masks. The document strongly recommends, but does not mandate, that children in third grade or 
higher should wear a mask. Students, caregivers and staff are asked to monitor their health before departing for school. Those with temperatures over 100 º Fahrenheit (37.8 º Celsius) are asked to stay 
home.     

o Alabama has released a roadmap for superintendents to consider when to opening schools in the fall. The state has also released a complementary “parent’s guide” to help family navigate school opening. 
Rules on face coverings, physical distancing and cleaning and sanitizing will be up to individual districts. While the state expects schools to reopen for in-person instruction, local school boards are 
encouraged to create traditional and remote options for the entire school year.   

o Michigan has released a roadmap for fall school openings. The roadmap restricts all in-person instruction when cases are very high. Masks would be required for all staff. All students would be required to 
wear masks in buses, hallways, and common areas. Students in grade 6 through 12 would have to wear face masks at all times; younger students wouldn't have to wear face masks in classrooms. 

o South Dakota’s reopening plan was released earlier this month. The plan recommends that schools plan for fully remote learning in case some students test positive and the school must be closed for days. 
Other recommendations include allowing extra time for handwashing and sanitizing throughout the day, replacing touch equipment with touchless equipment like PIN pads in cafeterias and automatic soap 
dispensers, and wearing personal protective equipment. 

o Utah has released planning requirements and recommendations for schools to incorporate in their reopening plans. All school districts in Utah must make their own reopening plans available to the public by 
August to ensure student safety before reopening. These plans must include how students move around the school, how close students are to one another during the school day, and respiratory output of 
students and teachers. 

o Wyoming has released its initial framework to open schools in the fall. The framework requires districts to prepare for three opening scenarios: fully open facilities, fully closed facilities, and a hybrid model. If 
buildings are open to students, procedures for social distancing and face coverings will be followed to the greatest extent possible. 

o Connecticut’s Department of Education has released its plan to open schools for students in the fall. Boards will be expected to develop and submit plans to the state by July 24. While boards will be expected 
to send students to school for full-time, in-person instruction, it is expected that schools will also be required to be prepared to pivot to a partial reopening of schools should public health authorities raise 
concerns.  

o Louisiana Department of Education on Thursday released reopening guidelines for schools. Guidelines offer best practices that encourage districts to prepare for three possible reopening scenarios: 
traditional, hybrid or distance/remote learning. Schools should plan for infection-related closures. Students and teachers who were in close contact with an infected individual  (under six feet for more than 
fifteen minutes) may be directed to quarantine for 14 days. 

o Massachusetts has released guidelines for opening schools in the fall. Possible scenarios for opening include a full-scale return to school, a mix of in-person and remote learning, or exclusive remote 
learning. Districts will submit three fall reopening plans by August, one for each scenario. The guidance calls for adults and students in the second grade and up to wear masks or face coverings and maintain 
physical distance. Desks should be a minimum of three feet apart but ideally six feet apart. 

o Rhode Island has released guidelines for schools to open in the fall. Under the new guidance, students at elementary and middle schools would have to stay in groups of less than 30 and not interact with 
other students. Face coverings for staff and students are recommended, but not required.  

o Kentucky has released its interim guidance on school openings in the fall – students will be expected to wear masks if at least six feet of space cannot be maintained in classrooms and while moving through 
buildings. Wearing face coverings will be optional for those in kindergarten. If students have temperatures greater than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit (38.0 degrees Celsius) and parents are not at bus stops to 
take them home, they must be isolated to the greatest extent possible and, unless medically waivered, masked on the way to school.  

o Illinois’s State Board of Education has released guidelines for reopening schools in the fall. Guidelines include requiring the use of appropriate personal protective equipment in class, limiting room capacity to 
50 people, and requiring that schools conduct symptom screening and temperature checks before entering school buildings.  

https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/177/2020/06/5.29.Summer-School-Guidance-for-DE-Schools-FINALdoc.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/covid19/boardops/docs/SummerLearningResourceGuide_2020.pdf
https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/data-when-will-school-start-this-fall.html
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf
https://www.alsde.edu/Documents/Roadmap%20for%20Reopening%20Schools%20June%2026%202020.pdf
https://whnt.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2020/06/RoadmapParentFAQJune262020.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/startingwell.aspx
https://schools.utah.gov/file/a5eba09a-42b8-45c0-b8fa-9adeea879fcd
https://1ddlxtt2jowkvs672myo6z14-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Smart-Start-Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6957021-School-Reopening-Guidelines-and-Resources.html#document/p12/a569417
https://www.mass.gov/doc/dese-fall-reopening-guidance/download
https://www.reopeningri.com/resource_pdfs/Phase-II/2020-06-19_%20RELEASE_K-12-Reopening-Guidance-Document_PDF.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.ky.gov%2Fcomm%2FDocuments%2FSafety%2520Expectations_FINAL%2520DOC.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Csaad.khan%40ontario.ca%7C2aa233ac5dd04f1751d608d818b3e7b1%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C1%7C637286508267181930&sdata=yFnvwqIpr1seXXqKyef%2BrCAdSGx5jvTvExYHYflcYSY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6955197-Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.html
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o New Mexico’s Public Education Department has released the state’s plan on how to safely reopen schools in the fall. The 2020-2021 school year will begin with a hybrid model where the number of students 
in the building will be limited to ensure that six feet of social distancing can be maintained at all times. Students will alternate between in-person instruction at the school building and online instruction when at 
home. Staff and students are required to be screened for COVID-19 symptoms prior to school entry.  

o South Carolina has released finalized guidance developed by their task force on education. Final guidance builds on draft guidance developed by the task force. The new website dedicated to the 
recommendations includes subsections dedicated for parents and students, educators and districts and schools.  

o Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction published a guidance document for district and school leaders to use as they plan for a return to school for the 2020-21 school year. Document offers several 
possible scenarios for school reopening in-person, including opening four-days a week, opening schools in two-day rotations, doing “A/B” rotations every other week, and opening in-person classes for 
elementary students online only.    

o Hawaii’s Department of Education has produced a one-page flyer listing general safety guidelines for in-person teaching, including advice on social distancing between desks and cleaning and sanitizing 
spaces in the classroom. State officials have pledged to release more detailed guidance for schools in the upcoming weeks. 

o The Minnesota Department of Education and the Minnesota Department of Health have released a planning guide for schools as well as a guide on health considerations to help Minnesota schools plan for 
the 2020-21 school year. The guidance asks school leaders to create three different contingency plans based on three possible scenarios that the virus could put us in – in-person learning for all students, 
hybrid learning, and distance learning. 

o Vermont has released guidance for schools opening this fall. Guidance asks that all students and staff have daily health checks at the first point of contact, drop-offs and pickups for arrival and departure 
should be staggered, and that schools must work with families who have a child with special health or educational needs, including considering blended in-person/online learning options where necessary. 

o Massachusetts has released a preliminary memo to boards addressing key safety supplies and social distancing measures to protect students, teachers and staff from COVID-19. In this guidance, students 
and staff will be required to wear masks, which must be provided by parents. Schools must have backup disposable masks available for students who need them. Further updates to state guidance may be 
forthcoming. 

o Alaska’s Department of Education and Early Development has developed a framework for the reentry and reopening of schools for the 2020-2021 school year. The framework emphasizes districts creating 
their own plans and contingencies in high, medium, and low infection risk environments. Distance learning would be recommended in high-risk scenarios where community infection is rampant. In-person 
classes may be considered in medium-risk situations if social distancing in classes is maintained (e.g. minimum of six feet maintained between students).  

o North Carolina’s State Board of Education has released a set of guidelines for school openings. Three options for opening include minimal social distancing (if cases are stable), moderate social distancing (if 
the numbers get worse), and remote learning (if the outbreak is so bad that schools would have to close). 

o West Virginia’s Department of Education school re-entry guidelines with several possible fall back-to-school scenarios. In the first scenario, students would attend school four days a week with one day of 
remote learning or some similar configuration. The second “blended learning” scenario would be a stand-alone option or could be combined with the first scenario. In these options students might attend 
school a limited number of days. A remote learning delivery scenario would be implemented if an outbreak occurs and a stay at home order is issued.  

o Maine Department of Education has released a framework to help schools plan the return to school scenarios in the fall. The framework includes considerations for cleaning facilities, responding to positive 
COVID-19 cases, and providing social supports to students. Decisions around specific models, schedules, and configurations for returning to the classroom setting, will be made by local school administrative 
units.  

o South Carolina has released draft guidance developed by a task for on education regarding recommendations to open schools for the upcoming school year. The plan includes several phases, which looks 
closely at summer planning and preparation, considerations prior to opening schools, and considerations when schools reopen. The plan indicates three different scheduling models (traditional, hybrid, and 
distance learning) for the upcoming academic year. 

o Tennessee Department of Education has announced Monday plans for releasing a series of guidance “toolkits” for school districts as officials look to reopen this fall. guidance topics for toolkits include school 
nutrition, special populations, finance, and transportation.  

o Kentucky Department of Education has released guidance on considerations for schools in the case of intermittent closures during the 2020-2021 school year. The document encourages districts to plan for 
intermittent closures that could become necessary and provides elements for school readiness, including online instructional design and the use of school technology. 

o Mississippi Department of Education has released considerations for school openings in the 2020-21 school year. This guide was created with the input of a group of superintendents across the state, and 
provides three options (“traditional,” “hybrid,” and “virtual”) for how schools should reopen. A hybrid reopening would mean some combination of in-person instruction and distance learning. Schools could 
adopt “A/B days,” where students would be split into two groups reporting to school on alternating days. 

o Florida has released a roadmap for help return students to on-campus instruction. Recommendations in the roadmap have been made to redesign school days to reduce risks. These include, keeping groups 
of students together throughout the day to minimize the number of people in close contact with each person, converting cafeterias, libraries, gymnasiums, auditoriums, outdoor areas into classroom space, 
and exploring options to allow students to eat meals in traditional classroom space or outdoors. 

o Oregon has released guidance for schools to open for the next school year. School districts will have to submit blueprints for how they plan on adhering to these new guidelines by mid-August. Districts will 
have three overarching options for how classes will be organized, including an in-person model only, continuing to exclusively offer distance learning, or a hybrid model. When students will be kept at least six 
feet apart, and the number of people per classroom will be limited so that each person has 35 square feet of space. 

o Washington has released a planning guide to assist schools in opening schools. State officials have stated that Washington expects school districts to reopen buildings and return to in-person learning next 
school year, as long as public health guidelines allow in-person learning to continue. According to the new guide, desks will be spaced six feet apart, students may attend class in gymnasiums or lunch rooms, 
and schools are expected to screen students and staff for viral symptoms before they enter school buildings. The state has also provided guidance for all school districts planning to provide in-person summer 
services, which asks for student groups to be limited and six feet of social distancing maintained at all time.  

http://www.k12espanola.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_760534/File/Announcements/SY%202020-2021/20NMPED_ReentryGuide_Hybrid6.pdf
http://dedicationtoeducation.com/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/covid-19-coronavirus-and-south-carolina-schools/accelerateed-task-force/draft-accelerateed-task-force-guidance-and-recommendations-for-2020-21-school-year/
https://localtvwiti.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/education_forward_web.pdf
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/MediaRoom/PressReleases/Pages/school-year-2020-21.aspx
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032934&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-guidance-strong-healthy-start-school-health-rev-20200617.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0605guidance-safety-supplies-school-reopening.docx
https://education.alaska.gov/news/COVID-19/Alaska%20Smart%20Start%202020%20Framework%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/news/covid-19-response-resources/lighting-our-way-forward
https://wvde.us/school-system-re-entry/
https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/reintegrate
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/covid-19-coronavirus-and-south-carolina-schools/accelerateed-task-force/draft-accelerateed-task-force-guidance-and-recommendations-for-2020-21-school-year/
https://www.tn.gov/education/health-and-safety/update-on-coronavirus/reopening-guidance.html
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Intermittent%20Closure%20Guidance%20061120%20FINAL.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmsachieves.mdek12.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F06%2FConsiderations-for-Reopening-Schools-June-8-FINAL.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Csaad.khan%40ontario.ca%7C2da9b61cf0ab4ff9880d08d810cffcbb%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C1%7C637277832768794767&sdata=JPI6mF%2BIIrvchLBslzHuIick9DpifBA3Sqy8E1it1Nw%3D&reserved=0
http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FLDOEReopeningCARESAct.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/workgroups/Reopening%20Washington%20Schools%202020%20Planning%20Guide.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/SummerGuidanceK-12.pdf
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o Nevada Department of Education has provided guidance to assist schools in  transitioning to in-person instruction over the summer months as local conditions allow. Guidance allows schools to open with 
social distancing in place, and prioritizes educating students with learning gaps.  Outdoor activities are recommended, and activities that may spread the virus (e.g. dancing, singing, playing wind instruments 
and certain sports) are not allowed.  

o Virginia has introduced a phased guidance plan for reopening schools in the fall. In the first phase, effectively immediately, remote learning would still be the dominant method of instruction. In the second 
phase, schools may offer instruction for preschoolers through third graders, English language learners and students with disabilities. Summer camps in school buildings will also be allowed. In third phase, all 
students will be allowed to receive in-person instruction, but with strict social distancing measures in place which may require alternative schedules blending in-person and remote learning. 

o Arkansas has introduced a guide for schools to prepare for school openings. The guide asks Arkansas school districts to prepare an education program for the coming school year that relies on face-to-face 
and online instruction, with the flexibility to blend options. The state has also asked for “diagnostic assessments” to be done for students in Grades K-8 three times a year to identify student knowledge and 
learning gaps.  

o North Carolina has released a comprehensive set of baseline health practices that public schools should follow to minimize risk of exposure to COVID-19 for students, staff, and families. Under the guidance, 
public schools will be required to promote social distancing, such as by placing marks on flooring of reception areas, restrooms and locker rooms; discontinue self-serve food items in school cafeterias and 
limit nonessential visitors.    

o Indiana has released re-entry recommendations for schools for the 2020-2021 school year. Recommendations include schools scheduling groups of students to attend in-person school on alternate days or 
half days, and for schools to consider providing in-person instruction to elementary students and increase distance learning opportunities for secondary grade levels.  

o California has also released interim guidelines for schools and school–based programs to assist communities, school leaders, staff and parents to plan for the upcoming school year. Guidelines include 
recommendations for staff to reinforce the need for students to wash their hands frequently and to institute temperature checks for returning students. The state government will also assist schools in 
procuring necessary equipment, such as no-touch thermometers, face shields for every teacher and childcare provider, cloth face coverings for staff and students, and disposable masks.  

o Oklahoma State Department of Education has published a framework for Oklahoma school districts as they plan for the 2020-21 school year. The framework includes a host of considerations for how districts 
can plan for a variety of contingencies that may impact the upcoming school year. Framework includes a checklist of actions and considerations districts can review to produce optimal safety and learning 
outcomes. The Pennsylvania Department of Education has released a preliminary guidance document for phased reopenings of schools. The document asks that each “school entity” in the state create 
health and safety plans to serve as local guidelines for all school reopening activities. 

o Florida Education Association has released recommendations on how to reopen schools as the coronavirus pandemic continues. The recommendations state that a focus on equity is essential in any 
reopening plan. Recommendations include: 

o Georgia’s plan leaves it to school districts whether to close school buildings in the event the virus spreads. It also calls for districts to participate in contact tracing with state health officials, place educational 
signs on good hygiene in school buildings and decide how to handle students and teachers who show symptoms of the virus.  

o Arizona’s plan includes recommendations such as creating partitions between desks and limited seating on school buses, closing communal areas such as playgrounds and cafeterias, and screening 
students for symptoms. Several weeks ago,  

o Louisiana released a suite of resources to help school systems in beginning the 2020-2021 school year, including guidance on learning for students with disabilities and supporting wellbeing for students and 
staff. 

o Colorado Department of Education has released guidelines (A Framework and Toolkit for School and District Leaders for Feedback) to help school districts decide whether to open (schools should consider 
reopening if they are able to meet certain conditions, including screening students and staff for symptoms, promoting hand-washing and mask-wearing, intensifying cleaning efforts, and encouraging social 
distancing). Los Angeles County of Education has also released its full guidance document (Rising to the Challenge of COVID-19) for 80 school districts in Los Angeles County (school openings would be 
conditional upon schools being able to control interactions (i.e. movement of students in facilities), perform health screening, and accomodate physical distancing).  

o Montana has developed a three-phase recommendation plan for school reopening. In Phase 1 (“Limiting the number of students present in school building”), gatherings of groups larger than normal class size 
are recommended to be cancelled. In Phase 2 (“Full capacity but limiting number of activities to allow for continued social distancing”), guidelines recommend gatherings of groups of normal class size in 
shifts only, with larger school gatherings cancelled. In Phase 3 (“Near full capacity and full operations but with continued vigilance in health and safety best practices”), larger than normal class sizes would be 
allowed, and sports events and extra-curricular activities would be permitted.  

 
  

http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/News__Media/Press_Releases/2020_Documents/SummerLearningandActivityGuidancepdf.pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/Final-Phase-Guidance-for-Virginia-Schools-6.9.20.pdf
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Ready/Arkansas_Ready_for_Learning_Final.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/guidance/Strong-Schools-NC-Public-Health-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/news/june-5-class-document.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-schools.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR20-113.aspx
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/Return%20to%20Learn%20Oklahoma.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Safe%20Schools/COVID/GuidanceDocuments/Pre-K%20to%2012%20Reopening%20Guidance.pdf
https://teams.microsoft.com/_#/docx/viewer/teams/https:%7E2F%7E2Fontariogov.sharepoint.com%7E2Fsites%7E2FIEPEU%7E2FShared%20Documents%7E2FGeneral%7E2FCommunications%7E2FIEPEB%20Key%20Messaging.docx?threadId=19:00b950750d4e4b6b9d92c0940357a9d9@thread.tacv2&baseUrl=https:%7E2F%7E2Fontariogov.sharepoint.com
https://www.georgiainsights.com/uploads/1/2/2/2/122221993/georgias_k-12_recovery_plan.pdf
https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/azfamily.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/0/ea/0eafa110-a419-11ea-8072-e3f0c44206ca/5ed518df679ac.file.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/strong-start-2020
http://www.cde.state.co.us/planning20-21
https://www.lacoe.edu/Portals/0/LA%20CO%20Schools%202020-21%20Planning%20Framework.pdf?ver=2020-05-26-161915-740
http://opi.mt.gov/Re-opening-Schools
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General Observations: 

• Rising COVID-19 rates and school openings: with a spike in COVID-19 rates across the country, many state jurisdictions have voiced their concerns regarding its impact on school openings. New York’s 
Governor Andrew Cuomo has stated that while schools should prepare for a September return, rising viral rates may stop authorities from making final decisions on what school will look like in the fall. 
Arizona’s Governor Doug Ducey has delayed a reopening of schools until mid-August due to an increase in COVID-19 cases.  

• Research on remote instruction in the United States: In a study of 477 districts across the country, researchers found only 1 in 3 districts expected teachers to provide remote instruction and monitor 
academic achievement. Urban and suburban districts were more likely than rural and small-town districts to communicate an expectation that teachers will provide remote instruction. Affluent districts were 
more than twice as likely as the districts with the highest concentrations of low-income students to require at least some live, real-time instruction.  

• Catholic school closures: According to the National Catholic Educational Association, at least 100 Catholic elementary and high schools across the United States will not reopen for the fall semester, with 
many suffering from low enrollment and decreased donations amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Financial challenges in opening schools: Many organizations and districts across the country have voiced their concerns regarding fall school openings. An analysis by the National Education Association 
projected a loss of 1.9 million education jobs in public schools and universities by fiscal 2022. In California, six major school districts warned state lawmakers that proposed state budget cuts could delay the 
fall semester. The head of the Massachusetts Teachers Association has stated that state requirements for children to bring their own masks to school will punish low-income students and communities of 
color. 

• Reopening for 2020-21:  
• Florida school district has revised its reopening plan. A Florida district (Sarasota County Schools) has revised plans for reopening for the new year. The district’s previous plan included a possibility of 

re-opening and maintaining a six feet social distance between students. The new plan recommends classrooms to allow for the “maximum distance” possible between student seating. 
• Mississippi and Tennessee school districts have decided to resume class in-person. 

• Mississippi district stated distance learning would pose technical issues, particularly as Internet access may be limited for some students. Parent surveys have also indicated most families 
preferring schools to have a traditional, in-person opening. 

• Tennessee district stated although virtual options will be provided. The district will purchase 500 hotspots for students. Laptops will continue to be provided to high school students, as well as 
students in Grades 3-8. Parental input is still be considered as the plan is being refined. 

• Summer learning: Many states are lifting restrictions on youth activities and allowing in-person summer classes and instructional and activity-based camps are also permitted [e.g. Iowa Department of 
Education has released a guidance document on summer learning - beginning June 1, all school districts may begin offering summer learning opportunities and will be permitted if done in accordance with 
state mitigation requirements (e.g. screening all staff and students upon arrival, teaching and reinforcing hand washing, and distancing students and staff during instruction by limiting group size)]. While other 
states have mandated that summer schools across the state will continue by distance only.  

• State working groups: Working groups are being formed at the state level in several jurisdictions to help inform government decisions on the safe reopening of schools. Georgia has created a 72-member 
working group tasked to discuss items such as distance and professional learning, school meals, mental health and wellness, connectivity and devices, supplemental learning, and facilities, transportation and 
equipment. Washington has also created a 123-member working group tasked with studying several options for safe school entry in the state.  

• School opening and special needs: in planning for school openings, districts have placed a special emphasis on prioritizing special needs students who may not have adapted ideally to distance learning.     
• Catholic school closures: according to the National Catholic Education Association, at least 100 private Catholic schools are expected not to reopen in the fall due to a lack of finances. Reasons for these 

closures include: families withdrawing student enrollment due to parental job loss, schools cancelling spring fundraisers, and a lack of monetary financial collections due to diminishing in-person services in 
churches.  

• School board association reopening guidelines: the Missouri School Board Association has developed advice for districts for reopening schools (Pandemic Recovery Considerations: Re-entry and 
Reopening of Schools). Recommendations include: scheduling grade levels to attend school on alternate days, considering year-round schooling with alternating breaks to minimize the numbers of students 
in the building, and providing in-person instruction to elementary students while increasing distance learning for higher grade levels.  

• State guidance on summer programs and graduation: schools in North Dakota will be allowed to reopen school facilities for summer programs starting June 1, limited to 15 people. New Jersey has 
developed state guidelines for schools to hold virtual graduation ceremonies – suggestions include airing graduation messages on local network stations, streaming ceremonies on district websites, and 
encouraging community members to recognize graduation through digital billboards and banners.  

• School Openings: Some private and/or religious schools in certain districts have reopened or are planning to reopen based on parents support and approval from local public health authorities. 
• State reopening guidelines: Maryland has published a set of non-binding guidelines (Maryland Together: Recovery Plan for Education) as a “point of reference” for districts when thinking of reopening 

schools (i.e. elementary students may start school first and attend four full days of in-person learning spread out in separate buildings to reduce the student/teacher ratio, elementary-aged ESL/special 
education students could work with teachers in small groups of ten).   

• Stakeholder influence in reopening decisions: stakeholders (i.e. educators, parents, community members, senior officials) have been opposing direction and guidance to reopening schools by raising their 
concerns and influencing reopening decisions (i.e. districts in Montana have been strongly influenced by parental perspectives on continuing online learning and resumption of in-person learning has been 
only supported in small communities with the vast majority of districts have opted to continue online learning).  

https://news.wbfo.org/post/will-ny-schools-open-september-cuomo-says-its-complicated
https://ktar.com/story/3348341/ducey-delays-reopening-of-arizona-schools-as-coronavirus-cases-surge/
https://www.crpe.org/publications/too-many-schools-leave-learning-chance-during-pandemic
https://www.thecatholictelegraph.com/advocates-appeal-for-catholic-schools-amid-closures-nationwide/67177
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/17/reopening-schools-coronavirus-327020
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducateiowa.gov%2Fsites%2Ffiles%2Fed%2Fdocuments%2F2020-05-20_Reopening%2520Guidance_Summer%2520Learning%2520and%2520Activities.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Csaad.khan%40ontario.ca%7C1ebf9284899b444ecf9808d8005e01e9%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C1%7C637259751042528494&sdata=sfOBWlPILFzFfnkQtWmMR%2FZRoXqwvVcWA4lLjKgNF00%3D&reserved=0
https://ams.embr.mobi/Documents/DocumentAttachment.aspx?C=ZfON&DID=GJGDM
https://ams.embr.mobi/Documents/DocumentAttachment.aspx?C=ZfON&DID=GJGDM
http://marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/Documents/MSDERecoveryPlan.pdf
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GLOBAL STATUS: SCHOOLS REOPENING + MEASURES / CONSIDERATIONS (Updated July 3, 2020) 
 

• Information below is a high-level country summary and may not provide specific information for their provinces or states.  
• Some countries allow their provinces, states or territories to make directions and/or implementation plans which could result in differing approaches within the country.  

 
Country # of Students Impacted 

(approximately) 
Status of Schools to Reopen Reopening Measures or Considerations 

Australia 
5,989,765 

 
PrePrimary: 322,182 
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
4,098,891 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
1,568,692 

 

School closures and reopening varies across the six states 
and two territories in Australia. On April 16, the national 
cabinet declared that education was best delivered in the 
classroom, but states run their education systems so free to 
pursue different approaches. 
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/apr/13/are-
schools-open-closed-term-2-australia-coronavirus-easter-
holidays  
 
 
  

• Unlike elsewhere in Australia, students in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) will not be penalised for non-attendance if 
parents are anxious about sending their children to school. 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0008/1539593/FAQs-for-families-and-communities-4-June-2020-
v2.docx   

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/remote-learning-in-term-2-2020/frequently-asked-questions-for-school-
communities  

• New South Wales has produced a guide for parents and carers for returning to school.  
• Students do not need to follow physical distancing guidelines but should follow good hygiene practices. 
• Students may use the school library and engage in non-contact sporting activities but there are a number of activities they 

may not do including: school assemblies/excursions, work experience, inter-school activities, in-school activities requiring 
parents/volunteers, use of pools and waterfountains. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/news/Face_to_Face_Learning_Guidelines_for_Families.pdf  

Austria 
1,708,538 

 
PrePrimary: 255,874 
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
992,347 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
430,370 

 

Reopen June 3 – Face-to-face teaching will resume at pre-
vocational schools, upper cycles of academic secondary 
schools, schools for intermediate vocational education and 
colleges for higher vocational education. 
 
 
 

• As of June 15, masks are no longer mandatory in schools. However, masks are still mandatory when riding public transport, 
at doctor’s offices, hospitals or when using a service that can only be delivered in close proximity (e.g., hairdressers, taxis, 
etc.) 

https://metropole.at/coronavirus-in-austria/  
 

• School life will be organised according to five principles: 
o Pupils taught in shifts to aid social distancing 
o Curriculum – less is more 
o Teachers to use discretion when assessing performance 
o Compliance with hygiene regulations 
o Exceptions for specific groups of people 

 
• Most classes will be split into two groups, with one attending school Monday to Wednesday and the other Thursday to 

Friday, then swapping the following week. 
 
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/health-pmn/austria-will-reopen-schools-with-split-classes-next-month  
 

Belgium  
2,984,498 

 
PrePrimary: 455,934 
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
1,837,218 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
526,760 

Reopen June 5 – Primary education full classes can reopen 
full time under maximum scenario 
 
 

https://onderwijs.vlaanderen.be/nl/update-coronavirus-uitbreiding-heropstart-voorwaarden-lager-onderwijs-versoepeld-vanaf-5-
juni 
 
• For primary education, start with grades 1, 2 and 6: 

o 1st and 2nd grade, maximum of 4 full days of attendance at school. If splitting classes due to social distancing - take 
into account 4m² per student and 10 students with a maximum of 14 students which may require other teachers from 
the school team. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/apr/13/are-schools-open-closed-term-2-australia-coronavirus-easter-holidays
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/apr/13/are-schools-open-closed-term-2-australia-coronavirus-easter-holidays
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/apr/13/are-schools-open-closed-term-2-australia-coronavirus-easter-holidays
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0008/1539593/FAQs-for-families-and-communities-4-June-2020-v2.docx
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0008/1539593/FAQs-for-families-and-communities-4-June-2020-v2.docx
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/remote-learning-in-term-2-2020/frequently-asked-questions-for-school-communities
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/remote-learning-in-term-2-2020/frequently-asked-questions-for-school-communities
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/news/Face_to_Face_Learning_Guidelines_for_Families.pdf
https://metropole.at/coronavirus-in-austria/
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/health-pmn/austria-will-reopen-schools-with-split-classes-next-month
https://onderwijs.vlaanderen.be/nl/update-coronavirus-uitbreiding-heropstart-voorwaarden-lager-onderwijs-versoepeld-vanaf-5-juni
https://onderwijs.vlaanderen.be/nl/update-coronavirus-uitbreiding-heropstart-voorwaarden-lager-onderwijs-versoepeld-vanaf-5-juni
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Country # of Students Impacted 
(approximately) 

Status of Schools to Reopen Reopening Measures or Considerations 

China 
278,436,084 

 
PrePrimary: 46,203,190 
 
Primary/Secondary: 
164,042,740 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
45,266,463 

 

Currently open – schools in some provinces have reopened 
in March. 
 
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-china-
51911870/coronavirus-some-china-schools-reopen-after-
more-than-a-month 
 

• Measures include: temperature checks, wearing face masks, staggered timetables, different dismissal times, specified 
walking routes, doors remain open for ventilation and changed student dining practices.  

Czech 
Republic 

2,068,763 
 

PrePrimary: 367,453  
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
1,258,801 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
352,873 
 

Reopen as of: 
• May 11 – students finishing high school and 

conservatories (preparing for leaving exams), individual 
classes for students of elementary art and language 
schools 

• May 25 – primary schools, group classes at elementary 
art and language schools 

• June 8 – high school leaving exams and university state 
exams  

 
 
https://www.vlada.cz/en/media-centrum/aktualne/government-
discusses-proposal-for-gradually-easing-exceptional-
measures-181015/ 

For schools reopening May 11, attendance will not be mandatory and with a mandatory maximum of 15 students in a 
class/group. When elementary schools open:   
• attendance will not be mandatory   
• distance learning will continue  
• students will be in school groups whereby groups will not change and mutual contact between groups will be limited  
• physical education will be prohibited  
• canteens will open based on epidemiological situation and local conditions including possibility of separating individual 

groups  
• teachers may decide whether to follow recommendation of wearing a mask during class   
• masks will be mandatory for group work and activities in close proximity along with outside the classroom and in common 

areas of schools.  
 

Denmark 
1,433,385 

 
PrePrimary: 178,766  
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
867,129   
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
387,490 

 
The Danish population has complied with the directions given 
by the authorities on social distancing, good hygiene etc. 
making it possible to continue the gradual reopening of the 
Danish society. 
 
Closed as of March 17, 2020. 
 
 
NOTE: Parents are especially worried that it’s the youngest 
children going back into society first.  
 
https://www.thelocal.dk/20200413/schools-and-day-care-
centres-gear-up-for-staggered-and-restricted-reopening  
  

• For May 18 reopening, local authorities and schools are given flexibility to make detailed practical plans in compliance with 
the health protection guidelines to be agreed by the sector partnership. This also applies to after-school clubs. 

• The reopening decision (phase two) across Denmark is based on five elements: 
o An offensive testing strategy where a representative portion of the population will be tested at regular intervals. 
o Widespread use of personal protective equipment to protect vulnerable population groups. 
o Guidelines of the health authorities on physical distance 
o Guidelines of the health authorities on good hygiene. 
o Prevention of super-spreading events. 

https://politi.dk/en/coronavirus-in-denmark/latest-news-and-hotlines/agreement-on-phase-two-of-the-controlled-reopening 
  

France 
15,462,340 

 
PrePrimary: 2,561,237 
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
9,576,819  
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
2,532,831 

Reopen May 11 – preschools (ages 3 to 5) and elementary 
schools (ages 6 to 11) on a voluntary basis.  
 
Update: following the first week, some schools are closing 
again after staff and students tested positive for COVID-19. 
As of Monday May 18, 70 cases have been reported in the 
40,000 schools open. The Minister stands by the decision to 
open schools, claiming that the relatively small proportion of 
schools being shuttered indicates how “strict” the measures 
and protocols around operating schools are. 
https://www.voanews.com/student-union/some-french-
schools-close-again-due-covid-19  

• The Ministry has released a 56-page sanitary protocol for opening schools. 
https://www.education.gouv.fr/media/67182/download (Available in French only) 
 
• Four different scenarios for pupils: being taught in small groups in classrooms, following virtual classes from afar, self-

studying, and doing physical activities outside.  
• Staff with vulnerable to COVID-19 or living with a vulnerable person should not return to school in May and June.  
• Return to class will be according to rules (e.g., one day out of two, two days in a row out of four, one week out of two) 

determined by the national education inspectors, principals and school staff. 
• Special care should be paid to children with disabilities to inform families of the measures to respect hygiene procedures. 
https://www.education.gouv.fr/coronavirus-covid-19-informations-et-recommandations-pour-les-etablissements-scolaires-et-les-
274253 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-china-51911870/coronavirus-some-china-schools-reopen-after-more-than-a-month
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-china-51911870/coronavirus-some-china-schools-reopen-after-more-than-a-month
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-china-51911870/coronavirus-some-china-schools-reopen-after-more-than-a-month
https://www.vlada.cz/en/media-centrum/aktualne/government-discusses-proposal-for-gradually-easing-exceptional-measures-181015/
https://www.vlada.cz/en/media-centrum/aktualne/government-discusses-proposal-for-gradually-easing-exceptional-measures-181015/
https://www.vlada.cz/en/media-centrum/aktualne/government-discusses-proposal-for-gradually-easing-exceptional-measures-181015/
https://www.thelocal.dk/20200413/schools-and-day-care-centres-gear-up-for-staggered-and-restricted-reopening
https://www.thelocal.dk/20200413/schools-and-day-care-centres-gear-up-for-staggered-and-restricted-reopening
https://politi.dk/en/coronavirus-in-denmark/latest-news-and-hotlines/agreement-on-phase-two-of-the-controlled-reopening
https://www.voanews.com/student-union/some-french-schools-close-again-due-covid-19
https://www.voanews.com/student-union/some-french-schools-close-again-due-covid-19
https://www.education.gouv.fr/media/67182/download
https://www.education.gouv.fr/coronavirus-covid-19-informations-et-recommandations-pour-les-etablissements-scolaires-et-les-274253
https://www.education.gouv.fr/coronavirus-covid-19-informations-et-recommandations-pour-les-etablissements-scolaires-et-les-274253
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Country # of Students Impacted 
(approximately) 

Status of Schools to Reopen Reopening Measures or Considerations 

   

Germany 
15,382,693  

 
PrePrimary: 2,307,513 
  
Elementary/Secondary: 
9,740,267  
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
3,091,694  

Reopen May 4 – priority given to primary and secondary 
pupils in final years. 
 
Reopen decision May 6 – Federal government announced 
schools are to reopen for all school children before summer 
holidays (which begin mid-June). The 16 federal states will 
assume responsibility for easing restrictions including when 
schools reopen. 
 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8213859/Angela-
Merkel-faces-pressure-ease-lockdown-Germanys-daily-Covid-
19-death-count-drops.html   

• The Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs have developed a framework for school opening 
throughout Germany which include: 
o Personal hygiene e.g., regular and careful hand washing, mindful of coughing and sneezing, masks may be provided. 
o School spaces e.g., dividing classrooms for space, adjusting start and break times, hallway traffic, proper ventilation, 

washing facilities and supplies, proper cleaning. 
o School children with pre-existing conditions may be exempted from attendance but are to be provided with teaching 

materials and possibly included in final exams. 
o Transportation of students e.g., distancing, protective and hygiene measures recommending walk or cycle. 

Greece 
2,204,532 

 
PrePrimary:  152,462  
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
1,080,284 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
735,027 

Unanimous proposal of the Public Health Emergency 
Management Committee by Infectious Diseases for the 
reopening of these school structures. Suggestion is linked to 
the steadily declining course of the epidemic, with children 
having a harder time transmitting and transmitting the virus, 
and now that the temperature is rising, the safest time to open 
schools is epidemiologically.   
 
 

• Pupils are being told not to pass notes or papers or stationary to each other, to use covers for computer keyboards and with 
schools required to disinfect chairs. 

• A distance of one and a half (1.5) meters between students/teachers in each classroom. 
• The maximum number of students per classroom is set at fifteen (15). 
• Classes or classrooms with more than 15 students, are divided into subdivisions of equal dynamics and apply rotation 

teaching.  

Iceland 
98,224 

 
PrePrimary: 13,115  
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
58,228 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
17,967 

 

Reopen May 4 – preschools, elementary schools, junior 
colleges and universities. 
 
Rationale: Based on the recommendations of the Chief 
Epidemiologist. 
 
Closed: Unclear – appears limited schools allowed to remain 
open under strict measures. 
  
https://www.covid.is/announcements 

• Number of people and distance rules will not apply to children of kindergarten and primary school age. This includes 
activities e.g., sports, youth and leisure activities and music education. Adults need to follow the number of people 
restrictions (no more than 50 individuals in the same area) and the 2-metre distance rule. 

• Students in upper secondary schools and universities may resume attending class in their school buildings, but there are 
limits to the number of people; no more than 50 individuals may be in the same area in those schools, and caution must be 
taken to maintain the 2-metre distance between individuals. 

• Infection prevention measures (additional cleaning, disinfecting and access to hand washing areas) will continue in schools 
as elsewhere, and the schools will follow their response plans as regards to possible infections. 

• All schools must limit student groups according to the 50-person limit. 
 
https://www.government.is/topics/education/q-a-about-school-restrictions-due-to-covid-19/  

Ireland 
1,289,122 

 
PrePrimary: 112,646 
 
Elementary/ Secondary: 
736,514 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
225,031 

Reopen September 2020 
 
Closed as of March 13, 2020. 
 

• A draft school response plan was released July 1, 2020 which will be subject to refinement with the education stakeholders 
over the summer and a finalised version will then be issued to all schools. The draft document appears to be set up as a 
template with placeholders throughout for schools to enter their name into. 

• The policy statements outlines measures that need to be put in place to support staff and pupils returning safely to school, 
including a return to work form, risk assessments and school contact tracing log for visitors – sample templates are provided 
in the draft plan. 

• The Department is engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on the requirement to provide funding to 
support enhanced cleaning needs and we will provide further details of the support available once the arrangements are 
finalised. 

• The Department will continue to engage closely with education partners and other key stakeholders on the plan for re-
opening of schools for the 2020/21 school year with the aim of reducing the burden on schools at a local level by providing 
central guidance and supports to the greatest extent possible. 

https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/supporting-schools-in-planning-for-re-opening-for-the-2020-21-school-year.pdf 
https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/covid-19-school-response-plan-primary-and-special-schools-draft.pdf  
 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8213859/Angela-Merkel-faces-pressure-ease-lockdown-Germanys-daily-Covid-19-death-count-drops.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8213859/Angela-Merkel-faces-pressure-ease-lockdown-Germanys-daily-Covid-19-death-count-drops.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8213859/Angela-Merkel-faces-pressure-ease-lockdown-Germanys-daily-Covid-19-death-count-drops.html
https://www.covid.is/announcements
https://www.government.is/topics/education/q-a-about-school-restrictions-due-to-covid-19/
https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/supporting-schools-in-planning-for-re-opening-for-the-2020-21-school-year.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/covid-19-school-response-plan-primary-and-special-schools-draft.pdf
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Country # of Students Impacted 
(approximately) 

Status of Schools to Reopen Reopening Measures or Considerations 

• Interim Public Health recommendations for the reopening of schools have also been published.  
• The key recommendations are 

o Minimising Risk of Introduction of Infection (Exclusion of pupils, staff members and visitors who are ill) 
o Managing risk of spread if introduced by the following 

 Regular hand hygiene 
 Maintaining physical distancing 
 Application of respiratory hygiene and cough etiquette 
 Environmental hygiene 

• https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/interim-recommendations-for-the-reopening-of-schools-and-educational-facilities.pdf  

Israel 
2,648,636 

 
PrePrimary: 534,846 
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
1,563,282 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
377,210 

 

 
Reopen May 17 – education system will fully open except in 
areas which are centers of morbidity. Expanding the opening 
will be on a voluntary basis and in accordance with the 
readiness of local authorities. 
 
 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/almost-all-israeli-kids-to-return-
to-school-sunday-as-education-system-reopens/  
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/spoke_edu140520  

• Minister of Education announced intention for kindergartens and elementary schools (grades 1-6) to remain open until July 
13 (instead of June 30). Kindergartens and grades 1-4 would then continue summer break school program until August 6. 

• Middle schools and some high schoolers (grades 7-10) to continue students until July 1 (instead of June 20) and 11th and 
12th grades would finish formal studies June 19 after which they will enter their matriculation exam periods from June 22 until 
July 27. 

• The Education Ministry has petitioned the National Labor Court to force teachers to work the nine additional days into the 
summer vacation (the Israel Teachers Union, on behalf of elementary school staff, has agreed while the Secondary School 
Teachers’ Association of middle and high school teachers has not). 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/education-ministry-seeks-injunction-to-force-teachers-to-extend-school-year/  
 
 

Italy 
10,876,792 

 
PrePrimary: 1,535,493 
 
Elementary/ Secondary: 
6,916,684 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
1,837,051 

Reopen September 1 – schools will reopen for a limited 
number of students to account for learning loss. Teachers 
may recommend students to participate in early learning as 
needs require. 
 
Starting September 14 – official school year start. 
 
 

• On June 26, guidelines for reopening in September were released by the Minister of Education and Prime Minister. 
• Guidelines were a result of consultations with school sector, families and students with the regions and local authorities that 

look not only at the reopening but the future of school. 
• The guidelines give clear but flexible solutions in recognition that each school is structurally different from others. 
• Additional funding will be provided for more staff to avoid overcrowded classes. 
• Schools will be cleaned constantly and there will be sanitizing products, soaps and everything else needed to ensure the 

safety of pupils and staff. 
• A tool has been created to identify, by municipality, school by school, the intervention priorities and the pupils who will need 

to find new spaces in collaboration with local authorities to meeting distancing of 1-metre. 
• The guidelines call for a less frontal and more laboratory teaching, in small groups and not necessarily in the classroom, but 

also in different spaces to combine the need for distance with innovation. Digital teaching can be integrated with face-to-face 
teaching but only in a complementary way in secondary school. 

• Priority focus of schools and regional tables will be on younger students and students with disabilities. 
• Staff will be trained on safety and on new technologies. 

https://www.miur.gov.it/web/guest/-/scuola-presentate-le-linee-guida-per-settembre (only available in Italian; used Google 
translate). 
https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/0/Lettera+alla+comunit%C3%A0+scolastica.pdf/5794498d-4612-9e65-74f8-
8a788fa2bfdf (letter to school community, only available in Italian) 
https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/2467413/Le+linee+guida.pdf/4e4bb411-1f90-9502-f01e-d8841a949429 (guidelines, 
only available in Italian) 
 

Netherlands 
4,211,999 

 
PrePrimary: 504,272 
 

As long as coronavirus remains under control, we will 
continue to move step by step towards having more freedom. 
 
 

• Measures must be taken to ensure secondary students can keep 1.5 meters apart which means that not all pupils can attend 
school at the same time.  

• Secondary schools for special education will require a tailored approach and maintaining a distance of 1.5 meters will not 
always be possible at this type of school. 

https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/interim-recommendations-for-the-reopening-of-schools-and-educational-facilities.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/almost-all-israeli-kids-to-return-to-school-sunday-as-education-system-reopens/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/almost-all-israeli-kids-to-return-to-school-sunday-as-education-system-reopens/
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/spoke_edu140520
https://www.timesofisrael.com/education-ministry-seeks-injunction-to-force-teachers-to-extend-school-year/
https://www.miur.gov.it/web/guest/-/scuola-presentate-le-linee-guida-per-settembre
https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/0/Lettera+alla+comunit%C3%A0+scolastica.pdf/5794498d-4612-9e65-74f8-8a788fa2bfdf
https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/0/Lettera+alla+comunit%C3%A0+scolastica.pdf/5794498d-4612-9e65-74f8-8a788fa2bfdf
https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/2467413/Le+linee+guida.pdf/4e4bb411-1f90-9502-f01e-d8841a949429
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Elementary/Secondary: 
2,516,270 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
875,455 

 

https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-
19/news/2020/05/19/tackling-coronavirus-the-next-step  
 

 
https://www.rivm.nl/en/novel-coronavirus-covid-19  
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/tackling-new-coronavirus-in-the-netherlands  
 

New Zealand 
1,499,575   

 
PrePrimary: 117,751  
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
987,024  
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
268,645  

Gradual consideration of limited school reopening as national 
“alert level” may be decreased. On May 11, Cabinet agreed 
that New Zealand is ready to move into Level 2, to open up 
the economy. 
 
https://mailchi.mp/education/special-bulletin-11-may-with-
corrected-link-to-pm-announcement 
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/level-2-announcement  
http://www.education.govt.nz/covid-19/  
https://mailchi.mp/education/special-bulletin-covid-19-update   

• Distance learning is available for those unable to attend school, for example who are self-isolating. 
• Ministry staff supplemented by resource teachers and school staff continue to support children with learning support needs 

by phone and Skype where their health status requires them to stay isolated. 
• Some specific public health requirements for Alert Level 2 in all schools: 

o Parents are asked to keep any sick children at home. If a sick child comes to school, send them home.  
o Children, young people and staff should be far enough away from each other so that they are not breathing on or 

touching each other, coupled with good hygiene practices and regular cleaning of commonly touched surfaces – no 
measurement but where practicable 1 metre should be used as a guide. 

o Hand sanitizer at entry to class rooms and in shared spaces.  Soap, water and the ability to dry hands must be provided 
in bathrooms. 

o Children and young people regularly wash and dry hands, cough and sneeze into their elbow, and try to avoid touching 
their face. 

• PPE is not required or recommended as necessary in any educational facility by the Public Health Service. 
 
Additional information can be found here: 
http://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/COVID19-files/managing-health-and-safety-in-schools-at-alert-level-2.docx 

Norway 
1,357,563 

 
 
PrePrimary: 181,358  
 
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
768,407   
 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
284,042 

Statistics show decline in infection rates. Government has 
decided that epidemic is “under control” 
 
 
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/norway-to-lift-covid-19-
restrictions-gradually-and-cautiously/id2697060/  
 
https://www.lifeinnorway.net/coronavirus-timetable/ 

• From June 2nd onwards, kindergartens and schools can downgrade the measures to a level of yellow (previously infection 
control guidelines measure was set at red level) 

• Yellow level allows kindergartens and schools to offer a more complete service while still following the recommendations for 
infection control including: 

o Whole classes can be taught together (no grouping into smaller cohorts) 
o Employees can alternate between cohorts/class but should keep distance from students as far as possible 
o Crowding and large gatherings still to be avoided 
o Good Hygiene still required 

• Kindergartens and schools can plan for yellow light in the fall. If the contagion in society changes, they must be prepared for 
the level of action to change to red or green. It is the health authorities who decide whether the traffic light should change, 
not the schools themselves. 

https://helsenorge.no/coronavirus/kindergartens-and-schools  
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/barnehager-og-skoler-kan-lette-pa-smitteverntiltak/id2704130/?expand=factbox2704139 
(only available in Norwegian; used Google translate). 

  

South Korea 
11,467,579  

 
PrePrimary: 538,587  
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
7,284,854  

 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
3,644,158 

Reopen May 20 – Third graders of high schools (pushed 
back from May 13th). All schools will reopen in stages from 
May 27 (pushed back from May 20). 
 
http://www.moe.go.kr/boardCnts/fileDown.do?m=0301&s=eng
lish&fileSeq=456818f8da07693d97efc2e847104ea6  

• Will autonomously reorganize the academic calendar, rearranging instructional hours with flexibility and thus minimizing 
issues with regard to congested schools. 

• All schools will make continuous efforts to comply with the school infectious disease prevention and control measures prior to 
their reopening. 

• Students expected to receive online education at least one week prior to the school reopening about personal hygiene, virus 
prevention measures, procedures to follow in case of suspected symptoms, etc. 

• Ventilating classrooms, staggering break times, disinfecting public surfaces and objects such as desks and door knobs will 
be highly encouraged, and all students and teachers will be required to wear face masks and to check their body 
temperature occasionally. 

• In order to provide school meals safely, additional provisions will be taken to limit the extent to which student mix with each 
other, and all school cook and staff in the cafeteria will check their health two times a day. 

• The Ministry of Education will distribute additional guidelines about student attendance, classroom instructions, 
assessments, and student records prior to the school reopening. 

https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/news/2020/05/19/tackling-coronavirus-the-next-step
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/news/2020/05/19/tackling-coronavirus-the-next-step
https://www.rivm.nl/en/novel-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/tackling-new-coronavirus-in-the-netherlands
https://mailchi.mp/education/special-bulletin-11-may-with-corrected-link-to-pm-announcement
https://mailchi.mp/education/special-bulletin-11-may-with-corrected-link-to-pm-announcement
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/level-2-announcement
http://www.education.govt.nz/covid-19/
https://mailchi.mp/education/special-bulletin-covid-19-update
http://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/COVID19-files/managing-health-and-safety-in-schools-at-alert-level-2.docx
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/norway-to-lift-covid-19-restrictions-gradually-and-cautiously/id2697060/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/norway-to-lift-covid-19-restrictions-gradually-and-cautiously/id2697060/
https://www.lifeinnorway.net/coronavirus-timetable/
https://helsenorge.no/coronavirus/kindergartens-and-schools
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/barnehager-og-skoler-kan-lette-pa-smitteverntiltak/id2704130/?expand=factbox2704139
http://www.moe.go.kr/boardCnts/fileDown.do?m=0301&s=english&fileSeq=456818f8da07693d97efc2e847104ea6
http://www.moe.go.kr/boardCnts/fileDown.do?m=0301&s=english&fileSeq=456818f8da07693d97efc2e847104ea6
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• The Ministry of Education will also support temporary hiring of school nurses in case of absence. Schools in rural areas 
having difficulties with finding school nurses will be allowed to hire nursing school graduates or prospective graduates as well 
as retired school nurses. 

Spain  
 

7,996,895 
 

PrePrimary: 1,321,027 
 
Elementary/ Secondary: 
6,375,074 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
300,794 

Reopen September  
 
Rationale: n/a 
 
Closed as of March 14, 2020. 
 

• The basic principles governing defined measures are contact limitation, personal prevention measures, case 
management, and cleaning and ventilation. 

• In addition to guidance from government, each education center must have a Course Start Plan and Contingency 
Plans that foresee the actions to be carried out and the necessary coordination mechanisms for the possible 
scenarios that may arise. 

 

Switzerland
  

1,589,837 
 
PrePrimary:  172,688 
 
Elementary/Secondary: 
959,098 
 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
300,618 

 

Reopen in two phases: 
• May 11 – primary and lower secondary schools will be 

able to recommence classroom teaching. Baccalaureate 
schools, vocational colleges and higher education classes 
involving up to five students, including music lessons, can 
also resume. Exams can be held, provided the rules on 
hygiene and social distancing are respected. 

• June 8 - upper secondary school-, vocational school- and 
higher education institution classes involving larger groups 
should be possible. 

 
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/das-
bag/aktuell/medienmitteilungen.msg-id-78948.html  

• Schools will be allowed to be flexible in their approach to classroom teaching. 
• Protective measures include: 

o schoolchildren are largely allowed to behave and move normally with one another in class groups, on the way to school 
and in the break places 

o pupils should keep a minimum distance of two meters in contact with the teachers if possible 
o teachers must take into account the distance rule of two meters that applies to adults 
o all people who use the school building must observe the hygiene rules (hand, object and surface hygiene, no shaking 

hands). 

Press release by Swiss Conference of Cantonal Directors of Education with links to Cantons’ protection plans - 
https://www.edk.ch/dyn/33078.php (information in French) 
 

United 
Kingdom 

15,401,609 
 

PrePrimary: 1,763,125 
 

Elementary/Secondary: 
9,757,742 

 
Tertiary (post secondary): 
2,431,886 

Reopen June 15 (England) – Year 10 and 12 pupils (years 
110 and 11 for alternative provision schools) back into school 
for some face-to-face support with their teachers, subject to 
the government’s 5 tests being met.  
 
Reopen June 29 (Wales) - open to pupils from all year 
groups for limited periods during the week, with only a third of 
pupils in school at any one time. The summer term has been 
extended by one week to 27 July, and the autumn half-term 
holiday will be stretched to two weeks. 
 
Reopen August 11 (Scotland) – Schools will return one week 
earlier than planned for most pupils, while Early Learning and 
Childcare (ELC) settings will open over the summer. 

• Scottish schools are aiming to reopen full-time with no 
physical distancing in August if coronavirus continues 
to be suppressed. Schools had been preparing to 
return with a "blended" model of face-to-face teaching 
and at-home learning. But the education secretary said 
"significant progress" had been made in controlling the 
spread of the virus. Mr Swinney said ministers were 
now preparing for all schools to open full-time in 
August.” https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-
scotland-politics-53139895   
https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-opening-schools/  

 

• England has prepared guidance for the return to school in September 2020. 
• Schools are to prepare for all pupils to return full-time from the start of the autumn term, including those in 

school-based nurseries. 
• Schools should thoroughly review their health and safety risk assessments and draw up plans for the autumn term 

that address the risks identified using the system of controls which is the set of actions schools must take. They 
are grouped into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to any infection: 

o Prevention: 
1) minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-
19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school 
2) clean hands thoroughly more often than usual 
3) ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
4) introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 
products such as detergents and bleach 
5) minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible 
6) where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 

Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all schools, all the time. 
Number 5 must be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their particular 
circumstances. 
Number 6 applies in specific circumstances. 

o Response to any infection: 
7) engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 

https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/das-bag/aktuell/medienmitteilungen.msg-id-78948.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/das-bag/aktuell/medienmitteilungen.msg-id-78948.html
https://www.edk.ch/dyn/33078.php
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-53139895
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-53139895
https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-opening-schools/


19 
 

Country # of Students Impacted 
(approximately) 

Status of Schools to Reopen Reopening Measures or Considerations 

Reopen late August (Northern Ireland) - limited provision for 
key cohort years (students preparing for exams, such as 
GCSEs and A-Levels, and students transitioning from primary 
to post-primary schools), followed by a phased provision for 
all pupils at the beginning of September. 
 
  

8) manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community 
9) contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice 
Numbers 7 to 9 must be followed in every case where they are relevant. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-
opening-schools  
 
• Children in England are set to benefit from a £1 billion Covid “catch-up” package to directly tackle the impact of 

lost teaching time. 
o £650 million is a one-off grant that will be shared across state primary and secondary schools over the 

2020/21 academic year. Whilst head teachers will decide how the money is spent, the government expects 
this to be spent on small group tuition for whoever needs it. 

o A National Tutoring Programme, worth £350 million, will increase access to high-quality tuition for the most 
disadvantaged young people over the 2020/21 academic year and will help accelerate their academic 
progress and prevent the gap between them and their more affluent peers widening. The National Tutoring 
Programme is designed to reach up to two million of England’s most disadvantaged children. 

• This £1 billion package is on top of the £14 billion three-year funding settlement announced last year - recognising 
the additional work schools will need to do to help students to catch up. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/billion-pound-covid-catch-up-plan-to-tackle-impact-of-lost-teaching-time 
• The Education Endowment Foundation has published a guide to help teachers and school leaders support their 

pupils following the Covid-19 closures. The guide has been designed in particular to support and inform schools’ 
decisions about how to use the catch-up funding. 

• It is not anticipated that schools will adopt all of the suggestions included. Rather, it is assumed that schools might 
prioritise a small number of approaches best suited to their context, balanced with the strength of evidence. 

• It should be acknowledged that it is very challenging to bridge from the existing evidence base to provide guidance 
to support schools responding to the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. For this reason, it is essential that schools, 
policymakers and researchers continue to evaluate and monitor the impact of different approaches. 

• Strategies in this guide are grouped into three categories: 
o Teaching and whole-school strategies 
o Targeted support 
o Wider strategies 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Covid-
19_support_guide_for_schools.pdf  
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/billion-pound-covid-catch-up-plan-to-tackle-impact-of-lost-teaching-time
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Covid-19_support_guide_for_schools.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Covid-19_support_guide_for_schools.pdf
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