
 

 

COMMUNIQUE 
 
TO:       First Nation Leadership, Leadership Council  

    
FROM:     Chiefs of Ontario Health and Social Sectors 
                
DATE:      May 7, 2020  

 
RE:           COVID-19 Weekly Update 

 
As COVID-19 continues to evolve, Chiefs of Ontario Health and Social Sectors will be 
providing updates concerning technical highlights and vital priority areas. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment:  
 
Chiefs of Ontario Heath Sector is working extremely hard in advocating for a 
streamlined approach to the ordering and delivery of Personal Protective Equipment to 
First Nation Communities. It is anticipated that in the next few days the Ministry of 
Health will be finalizing the process for how First Nation Communities can order PPE 
from one of Ontario Health’s five Regional Health Tables for delivery into communities.  
COO Health Sector has confirmation from ISC/FNIHB-OR that they will support any 
gaps in the PPE ordering process from the Federal PPE Stockpile. It is anticipated that 
this will provide a more efficient delivery of PPE into communities.  
 
The Ontario Health Plan for an Influenza Pandemic (2013) 
 
Chapter Ten-First Nation 
 
In 2011 Chiefs of Ontario Public Health organized and facilitated  a Pandemic Planning 
Working Group with shared responsibilities from PTO’s/IFN and included reps from 
Ministry of Health and FNIHB to determine revisions and updates to the FN specific 
“Chapter 10” of the Ontario Health Plan for an Influenza Pandemic ( 2013) 
 
Chapter 10 is significant in that it outlines and identifies “health system partners” in a 
pandemic response:PTO’s/IFN, On- reserve primary care providers and organizations, 
On- reserve health workers and health sector employees, First Nation communities, 
COO, FNIHB, MOH, Public Health Ontario, Public Health Units, the previous Local 
Health Integration Networks (LHINS) and the Public Health Agency of Canada. 
Significant to this plan is the outlining of “roles and responsibilities” of the health system 
partners for each of the following responses including: 
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1. General Roles and responsibilities of health system partners 
2. Health Sector Communications 
3. Surveillance 
4. Public Health Measures 
5. Occupational Health and Safety & infection prevention and control measures 
6. Outpatient Care and Treatment 
7. Immunization 

 
While the Public Health Pandemic Working Group invested in the development of this 
Chapter they did not receive ratification for inclusion in the 2013 OHPIP and it remains a 
stand alone document. It is important to note however that given the evolving and 
urgent nature of COVID-19, Chapter 10, has been used by First Nations, the Federal 
and Provincial Governments as a foundational document to improve relationships 
especially with the Provincial Government, Public Health Units, Ontario Health, and 
Emergency Management Ontario and to supplement community pandemic plans. It is 
the goal of Public Health at COO through direction of Leadership  to reconfirm the 
importance of a Regional Pandemic Working Group and renewal of a First Nation 
specific Chapter in ANY Provincial or Federal Pandemic Plan moving forward.  
 
RELATIONSHIP BUILDING: FN COMMUNITIES AND PUBLIC HEALTH UNITS 
 
Chiefs of Ontario: Trilateral Public Health Working Group has for the past several years 
made it a priority action item to develop opportunities for improved relationship building 
with Ontario Public Health Units and their nearest geographically situated First Nation 
Communities.Significant to this work has been: 

 Advocating for Models of FN Public/Community Health 

 Revisions to the Ontario Public Health Standards to include changes to the 
“Health Equity Standard” requiring  that Boards of Health must now reach out to 
FN Communities.  

 Relationship with Indigenous Communities Guideline 2018. 

 Maps FN Communities and PHU’s 
 
RESEARCH SECTOR 
 
Chiefs of Ontario Health Research Sector has been working with ICES (formerly the 
Institute of Clinical and Evaluative Sciences) to provide relevant regional weekly data on 
Ontario First Nations COVID-19 testing and positive cases. The aggregate anonymous 
data includes on and off reserve Ontario First Nations people where data is securely 
held at ICES. The most recent data shows that more First Nations people are being 
tested.   Testing rates are now on par with the rest of Ontario.  The proportion of First 
Nation people who are positive for COVID-19 remains lower than the rest of Ontario.  
However, the number of First Nations cases has increased, likely due to the increase in  
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testing.   As of April 27, 2020, 3.9% of the nearly 700 people tested on reserve were 
positive, and 2.3% of approximately 1500 people tested off-reserve were positive.  This 
compares to 7.5% for the rest of Ontario, although that number represents the large  
number of people tested in Long Term Care homes.  A summary of the test data is 
provided to leadership every Thursday. Please continue to follow guidelines to flatten 
the curve of COVID-19.  
 
SURGE CAPACITY NEEDS 
 
As noted in the March 25 Memo to Leadership, Chiefs of Ontario has facilitated a 
process for First Nation communities to secure additional RNs, NPs and/or PSWs, 
through a collaboration between Indigenous Services Canada and the Registered 
Nurses Association of Ontario (RNAO) powered by VIANurse for the COVID-19 
emergency.  Communities requiring additional surge capacity for COVID19 may contact 
FNIHB-OR: sac.covid-19fnihbontario.isc@canada.ca,  or RNAO Director of Nursing and 
Health Policy, Matt Kellway at mkellway@RNAO.ca 
 
Communities are to complete the template from the ISC First Nation Community Guide 
to identify your needs/skills required. ISC will provide any required training and cover 
expenses for salary, travel and accommodations for casual nursing staff. 
https://www.coo-covid19.com/post/isc-covid-19-first-nations-community-guide-on-
accessing-additional-supports  
 
Ontario Health Force Matching for Employers and Health Care Workers is available 
to meet surge capacity needs.  First Nations who are seeking additional surge capacity 
for Health care providers can register on the following portal to request additional 
resources and post job openings to match with candidates with the right skill set.  Some 
health care costs and salaries may be covered through ISC Health Funding Review 
Committee but this is case by case, based on analysis of the requests submitted.  OHIP 
funded services would be covered.  
https://healthcloudtrialmaster-15a4d-
17117fe91a8.force.com/matchingportal/s/?language=en_US 
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SOCIAL SECTOR UPDATE: 
 
Indian Day School Class Action 
Gowling WLG is the class action law firm providing information sessions and legal 
advice regarding the Indian Day School Claim process. Please visit 
www.indiandayschools.com for further information and resources, Schedule K has a list 
of eligible schools involved in the class action. Call 1-844-539-3815 if you require 
assistance on completing the form. Once your application is completed you can send 
photocopies – do not send originals to: Fax: 416-366-1102;  
Email: indiandayschools@deloitte.ca  
Or mail: Indian Day Schools Claim Administrator 
    P.O. Box 1775, Toronto, ON M5C 0A2 
 
Financial Assistance 
Ontario is extending emergency electricity rate relief to families, farms and small 
businesses until May 31, 2020. Customers who pay time-of-use electricity rates will 
continue to be billed at the off-peak price, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  
 
Individuals currently on social assistance (OW or ODSP) can now stack their financial 
benefits with the Canada Emergency Response Benefit. The $1,000 a month from 
CERB will be counted as self-employment income. For existing social assistance clients 
the first $200 will be exempted and 50% of each additional dollar received in a month 
with be exempt. For new clients granted social assistance after March 1, 2020, CERB 
payments will not be exempt.  
 
Individiuals can apply for Emergency Assistance at Ontario.ca/community  
Canadians quarantined can apply for Employment Insurance (EI) sickness benefits.  
 
Application for EI sickness benefits. Telephone: 1-833-381-2725 (toll-free). 
Teletypewriter (TTY): 1-800-529-3742. For the Canada Emergency Response Benefit 
application visit the webpage. For More Information About Financial Benefits, contact 
Ontario, 1-888-789-4199. You may also contact the constituency office of your MPP. 
You can look up your MPP here: https://www.ola.org/en/members/current. You may 
also call 2-1-1 for information about support in your community.   
 
Children’s Aid Foundation of Canada 
Children’s Aid Foundation of Canada is providing grants of $1000 to support youth who 
have “aged out” of care. Unfortunately, the youth support fund is temporarily put on 
hold, to be notified when applications reopen, please visit the website. 
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Support For Families 
Families can apply if they have children who are not in school or child care because of 
COVID-19. Eligible parents can receive a one-time per child payment of $200 for 
children aged 0 to 12 or $250 for children or youth aged 0 to 21 with special needs. This 
funding can help parents with the costs of work books, educational apps, educational 
subscription services, and other tools to support learning at home. There is no income 
cap, all parents are eligible for the children mentioned above. You can submit one 
application per child, if you have more than one you must submit an additional 
application. Apply via the Ontario website, Support For Families.  
 
Youth Mental Health Resources 
Jack.org, School Mental Health Ontario and Kids Help Phone launch a COVID-19 
Mental Health Resource Hub, to provide Canada's youth with easy-to-access education, 
tools, support and the reliable information in one place. https://jack.org/covid 
 
Legal Assistance 
Justice For Children and Youth services are available by phone and other technology 
during this time. Youth can call JFCY at 416-920-1633, or toll free at 1-866-999-5329 
(JFCY). For youth learning more about their rights please refer to JFCY Legal Rights 
Wiki Webpage. JFYC has also created an infographic regarding COVID-19 Emergency 
measures Laws & Public Spaces in Ontario available in PNG and PDF.  
 
The following attachments referenced in this communique can be found on the Chiefs of 
Ontario Website on Covid-19; https://www.coo-covid19.com/news  
 
1. Chapter 10 First Nation: https://bit.ly/2ysaRhF  

2. Relationship with Indigenous Communities Guideline 2018: https://bit.ly/3ccYWmv  

3. Maps FN Communities and PHU’s: https://bit.ly/3cfeLJ5  
 
We remain committed to working together with all of you in keeping our nations 
protected, supported and embraced. While not possible physically, then with our spirit, 
as we do everything possible to combat COVID-19 and its impacts. 
 
Be Well. 
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