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Summary of federal initiatives with the potential to address food insecurity in Indigenous and Northern communities 

 

Federal Source Distribution Target Amount Funds are for: 

Indigenous Services Canada - Indigenous 
Community Support Fund 
 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, on March 
18, 2020, the Government of Canada announced 
the COVID-19 Economic Response Plan. This plan 
includes $305 million for a new, distinctions-
based Indigenous Community Support Fund to 
address immediate needs in First Nations, Inuit 
and Métis communities. This funding will also 
provide support to regional, urban and off-
reserve Indigenous organizations 
 
https://www.sac-
isc.gc.ca/eng/1584819394157/1584819418553#b 
 
https://www.sac-
isc.gc.ca/eng/1585189335380/1585189357198 
 
The Indigenous Community Support Fund will be 
distributed as  follows: 

Allocated on a 
distinctions-basis  

First Nations, Inuit, 
and Metis 
communities, and 
urban Indigenous 
populations 

$305M TOTAL 
announced March 
25th  

These new funds will flow directly to Indigenous communities 
and groups across the country and will provide Indigenous 
leadership with the flexibility needed to  design and implement 
community-based solutions to prepare for and react to the 
spread of COVID-19 within their communities. These funds 
could be used for measures including, but not limited to: 

-support for Elders and vulnerable community members 

-measures to address food insecurity  

-educational and other support for children 

-mental health assistance and emergency response services 

-preparedness measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allocated to each First 
Nation based on 
population, remoteness 
and community well-
being 

First Nation 
communities  

$215M from the 
TOTAL 

The four Inuit land claims 
organizations through an 
allocation determined by 
the Inuit Tapiriit 
Kanatami and regional 
Inuit land claims 
organizations 
 

Inuit communities $45M from the 
TOTAL 

https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1584819394157/1584819418553%23b
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1584819394157/1584819418553%23b
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1585189335380/1585189357198
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1585189335380/1585189357198
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Federal Source Distribution Target Amount Funds are for: 

 $215 million for First Nations: allocated 
to each First Nation based on population, 
remoteness and community well-being; 

 $45 million for Inuit, which will flow to 
each of the four land claims organizations 
through an allocation determined by the 
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami and regional Inuit 
land claims organizations; 

 $30 million for Métis Nation 
communities, which will flow through 
each of the Governing Members; 

 $15 million for regional and urban 
Indigenous organizations supporting their 
members living away from their 
communities, and to regional 
organizations such as Friendship Centres 
and the Métis Settlements General 
Council of Alberta. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-
canada/news/2020/03/addressing-urgent-needs-
in-indigenous-communities-related-to-covid-
19.html  

Funding will flow 
through each of the 
Métis Nation Governing 
Members 

Métis Nation 
communities 

$30M from the 
TOTAL 

Regional and urban 
Indigenous organizations 
supporting their 
members living away 
from their communities, 
and to regional 
organizations such as 
Friendships Centres and 
the Métis Settlements 
General Council of 
Alberta 
 
 

Indigenous peoples 
in urban centres or 
off reserve 
 
 

$15M from the 
TOTAL 

Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs 
Canada - Nutrition North Canada - Harvesters’ 
Support Grant 
 
(began rolling out late-year 2019-20 funding at 
the end of March) 

15 Indigenous 
governments and 
organizations 

108 eligible Nutrition 
North Canada 
communities 

$8M 
 
($40M over 5 years 
beginning in 2019-
2020, and $8M per 

Supports traditional harvesting and food sharing practices to 
increase Northerners’ access to traditional foods by alleviating 
the high costs associated with traditional hunting and 
harvesting.  
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2020/03/addressing-urgent-needs-in-indigenous-communities-related-to-covid-19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2020/03/addressing-urgent-needs-in-indigenous-communities-related-to-covid-19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2020/03/addressing-urgent-needs-in-indigenous-communities-related-to-covid-19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2020/03/addressing-urgent-needs-in-indigenous-communities-related-to-covid-19.html
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Federal Source Distribution Target Amount Funds are for: 

 
https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/  
1586274027728/1586274048849 
 

year in ongoing 
funding) 

Supports a wide range of harvesting activities such as the 
purchase of equipment and supplies, maintenance of 
equipment, training, traditional knowledge programs, and food 
processing, preparation and storage as well as supporting food 
sharing initiatives.  
 
Recognizing that each community has unique harvesting needs 
and priorities, the Grant has been developed to ensure that 
Indigenous governments and organizations have authority for 
determining how to best support their own communities. 
 
The Harvesters Support Grant will encourage the restoration of 
the complete range of harvesting traditions from community 
decision-making to ceremony and celebration of the harvest. It 
respects the inherent hunting and harvesting rights of 
Indigenous peoples in Canada. 
 

Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs 
Canada  - Nutrition North Canada (NNC) - Retail 
Subsidy being expanded and updated 
 
 
Announcement April 14, 2020 
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-
releases/2020/04/14/prime-minister-announces-
health-and-social-support-northern 
 
 

Retailers: 
 
- Expand eligibility list to 
include non-food items 
 
- one-time injections to 
offset COVID-19 effects 
 

116 isolated 
northern 
communities (no 
permanent rail, road, 
or marine access) 

$8.4M to expand 
eligible items list to 
include non-food 
items (not new 
funding) 
 

$25M in one-time 

funding to increase 

subsidy rates for 

eligible items 

This retail-based subsidy helps make food and other essential 
items more affordable and more accessible. 
 
As COVID-19 advances, concerns over food access and the 
supply chain have been raised. These isolated communities rely 
on year-round flown in goods (and for some, benefit from 
sealift and winter road for shipment of their goods). Ensuring 
that this supply of goods is maintained is a priority. Not only is 
this supply chain used for shipment of food, but these routes 
are essential for the shipment of personal protective 
equipment and other medical/health supplies. 
 
Nutrition North Canada has been working closely with 
registered retailers and suppliers to maintain the supply chain 
to these isolated communities to ensure residents continue to 

https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1586274027728/1586274048849
https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1586274027728/1586274048849
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/14/prime-minister-announces-health-and-social-support-northern
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/14/prime-minister-announces-health-and-social-support-northern
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/14/prime-minister-announces-health-and-social-support-northern
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Federal Source Distribution Target Amount Funds are for: 

have a secure access to food and other essential items during 
the pandemic. 
 
This includes an additional $25 million in contribution funding 
towards the subsidy to help lower the cost of eligible items.  

Federal Government - Health and social support 
for northern communities 
 
Announced April 14, 2020 
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-
releases/2020/04/14/prime-minister-announces-
health-and-social-support-northern 
 
 

The Government of 
Canada will provide 
funding to the 
governments of Yukon, 
Northwest Territories, 
and Nunavut 
 
 

To support critical air 
services, the 
territorial 
governments will 
manage contracts 
with air carriers so 
they can maintain a 
basic network of 
routes and services 
to provide access to 
critical goods to fly-in 
communities in the 
North 

$72.6M (health and 
social services,  
$17.3M (air 
carriers)  
 

This funding, in partnership with investments by the territorial 
governments, will ensure the continued supply of food, 
medical supplies, and other essential goods and services to 
remote and fly-in communities 
 
$18.4M for Yukon and up to $3.6M for air services 
 
$23.4M for the Northwest Territories and up to $8.7M for air 
services 
 
$30.8M for Nunavut and up to $5M for air services 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada – Local Food 
and Infrastructure Fund 
  
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/agricultural-programs-
and-services/local-food-infrastructure-fund-
infrastructure-and-equipment-improvement-
projects/supporting-people-experiencing-food-
insecurity-in-canada-because-of-covid-
19/?id=1585855025072 
 

 Food Banks Canada 
 Second Harvest 
 Community Food 

Centres Canada 
 Breakfast Club of 

Canada 
 Salvation Army 

 

Funds will be used 
to: 

 purchase food 
and other basic 
necessities 

 buy or rent 
equipment and 
materials 

 transport and 
distribute food 

 access new 
distribution 
centres 

$50M to Food 
Banks Canada 

$20M evenly 
distributed to 
Second Harvest, 
Community Food 
Centres Canada, 
Breakfast Club of 
Canada, and 
Salvation Army 

$30M unallocated 

 

Under the Food Policy for Canada’s Local Food Infrastructure 
Fund, the Government of Canada is making up to $100 million 
available to Canadian food banks and other national food 
rescue organizations to help improve access to food for people 
experiencing food insecurity in Canada due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The Government is working with key national and regional 
agencies that have an established network and distribution 
system for food aid and providing food to those in need.  

Addressing further gaps 

The Government will be further allocating up to $30 million to 
address increasing demand and support people experiencing 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/14/prime-minister-announces-health-and-social-support-northern
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/14/prime-minister-announces-health-and-social-support-northern
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/14/prime-minister-announces-health-and-social-support-northern
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/agricultural-programs-and-services/local-food-infrastructure-fund-infrastructure-and-equipment-improvement-projects/supporting-people-experiencing-food-insecurity-in-canada-because-of-covid-19/?id=1585855025072
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/agricultural-programs-and-services/local-food-infrastructure-fund-infrastructure-and-equipment-improvement-projects/supporting-people-experiencing-food-insecurity-in-canada-because-of-covid-19/?id=1585855025072
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/agricultural-programs-and-services/local-food-infrastructure-fund-infrastructure-and-equipment-improvement-projects/supporting-people-experiencing-food-insecurity-in-canada-because-of-covid-19/?id=1585855025072
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/agricultural-programs-and-services/local-food-infrastructure-fund-infrastructure-and-equipment-improvement-projects/supporting-people-experiencing-food-insecurity-in-canada-because-of-covid-19/?id=1585855025072
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/agricultural-programs-and-services/local-food-infrastructure-fund-infrastructure-and-equipment-improvement-projects/supporting-people-experiencing-food-insecurity-in-canada-because-of-covid-19/?id=1585855025072
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/agricultural-programs-and-services/local-food-infrastructure-fund-infrastructure-and-equipment-improvement-projects/supporting-people-experiencing-food-insecurity-in-canada-because-of-covid-19/?id=1585855025072
https://www.foodbankscanada.ca/
https://secondharvest.ca/
https://cfccanada.ca/en/Home
https://cfccanada.ca/en/Home
https://www.breakfastclubcanada.org/
https://www.breakfastclubcanada.org/
https://salvationarmy.ca/
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Federal Source Distribution Target Amount Funds are for: 

 hire temporary 
help to fill 
volunteer 
shortages 

 implement 
biosecurity 
measures 

 

food insecurity. The funding is planned to be distributed 
through national associations working directly with local 
communities. 

At this time, organizations seeking assistance should reach out 
to the existing five organizations (Food Banks Canada, Second 
Harvest, Community Food Centres Canada, the Breakfast Club 
of Canada, and the Salvation Army) to obtain emergency aid. 

Other national organizations may be invited to submit an 
application for funding if they are able to demonstrate that 
they can serve specific communities where a gap remains and 
to deliver food to other target populations, such as northern 
and remote communities. 

Employment and Social Development Canada – 
Emergency Community Support Fund 
 
Announced April 21, 2020 
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-
releases/2020/04/21/prime-minister-announces-
further-support-help-canadians-need 

Three national 
intermediary 
organizations -- United 
Way Canada, the 
Canadian Red Cross, and 
the Community 
Foundations of Canada – 
will flow funding to 
charities and non-profits 
across the country. 

Charities and non-
profit organizations 
serving Canadians 
who are most 
vulnerable to the 
health, social, and 
economic impacts of 
COVID-19, including: 
seniors, persons with 
disabilities, members 
of LGBTQ2 
communities, 
veterans, 
newcomers, women, 
children and youth, 
and members of 
Indigenous 
communities and 
racialized 

$350M Funds will support charities and non-profits in undertaking a 
variety of activities including: 
 
 Increasing volunteer-based home deliveries of groceries 

and medications 
 Providing transportation services, like accompanying or 

driving seniors or persons with disabilities to 
appointments 

 Scaling up help lines that provide information and support 
 Helping vulnerable Canadians access government benefits 
 Providing training, supplies, and other required supports 

to volunteers so they can continue to make their 
invaluable contributions to the COVID-19 response 

 Replacing in-person, one-on-one contact and social 
gatherings with virtual contact through phone calls, texts, 
teleconferences, or the Internet 

 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/21/prime-minister-announces-further-support-help-canadians-need
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/21/prime-minister-announces-further-support-help-canadians-need
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/21/prime-minister-announces-further-support-help-canadians-need
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communities, such as 
Black Canadians 
 

Canadian Northern Economic Development 
Agency (CanNor) 

 Limited update related to food insecurity as CanNor’s focus has been on economic relief and recovery, with SMEs severely 

impacted 

 Northern Isolated Communities Initiative Fund: planning to continue roll out of funding, working on previously submitted 

applications 

 

Trying to support projects that will strengthen local food systems, like food production and transportation 

Employment and Social Development Canada - 
Indigenous Early Learning and Childcare (IELCC) 
Transformation Initiative 

To support emerging needs and priorities during this emergency period, the IELCC Terms and Conditions have been temporarily amended 
to extend eligible spending to encompass any activity that provides assistance to Indigenous children and families impacted by the COVID-
19 pandemic.   
 

 Horizontal Terms and Conditions already allow spending on nutrition and food-related activities tied to early learning and 

childcare programs and services, including those provided by the Aboriginal Head Start on Reserve, Aboriginal Head Start in Urban 

and Northern communities and First Nations and Inuit Child Care Programs.  The three participating Departments (ESDC, 

Indigenous Services Canada and Public Health Agency of Canada) can draw on these horizontal Terms and Conditions. 

o For example, while some day cares are closed, Indigenous communities have the discretion to use available IELCC funds to 

supply food hampers to families who may not have reliable access to healthy foods. 

 
This additional flexibility applies to unspent 2019-20 IELCC funds that have been carried forward for use in 2020-21. It also applies to 
unspent funds from the First Nations and Inuit Child Care Initiative and the Aboriginal Head Start on Reserve Program that have been 
carried forward from 2019-20 for use in 2020-21.    
 
This is temporary measure is in effect for six months, from April 1, 2020 through to September 30, 2020.  ESDC will continue to assess the 
pandemic response and recovery to consider whether the deadline should be extended.    


